
(May Allah continue to support him)

4

“Have they not seen that Allah enlarges 
the provision to whomsoever He pleases, 
and straitens it to whomsoever He 
pleases? In that are Signs for a people 
who believe. So give to the kinsman 
his due, and to the needy and to the 
wayfarer. That is best for those who 
seek the favour of Allah, and it is they 
who will prosper. Whatever you pay as 
usury that it may increase the wealth 
of the people, it does not increase in the 
sight of Allah; but whatever you give in 
Zakat seeking the favour of Allah -- it 
is these who will increase their wealth 
manifold. It is Allah Who has created 
you, and then He has provided for you; 
then He will cause you to die, and then 
He will bring you to life. Is there any 
of your ‘partners’ who can do these 
things? Glorified be He and exalted 
above that which they associate with 
Him.” The Holy Qur’an 30:38-41)

The above verses were recited after 
the recitation of Surah Al Fatihah, the 
first chapter of the Holy Qur’an.  

We should remember that Allah is 
Al-Razzaq (The Provider).  Only 
Allah causes wealth to increase or 
decrease.  A true believer is never 
troubled by these increases and 
decreases.  Rather, a true believer 

benefits from them and progresses 
in his or her faith as they are a 
means for Allah to manifest His 
attribute of Al-Razzaq to us.    

Currently, a financial crisis is 
enveloping the world.  Both the 
developed and underdeveloped 
nations of the world are trapped 
in its tangled web. Countries that 
believed, on account of their strong 
economies and possession of the 
most advanced technologies (e.g., 
in science, food, weapons and 
medicine), that they were immune 
from crisis and that other countries 
would be forever dependent upon 
them for their existence are now 
seeing their economies as well as 
their power and influence crumble 
before their very eyes.  The truth is 
that these economies were always 
founded upon frail policies which 
have collapsed resulting in the 
current global economic crisis.   
Allah is the controller of all these 
affairs, and yet the superpower 
nations continue to refuse to 
acknowledge this fact.

The solutions that are currently 
being proposed to avoid the  
negative effects of the current 

financial crisis are not reliable 
and will not provide long-lasting 
benefits.  The ultimate solution is to 
gain nearness to Allah and abide by 
His teachings.  

Unfortunately, rather than follow 
the injunctions and guidelines laid 
out in the Holy Qur’an, Muslim 
nations follow the financial  
practices of the West, and do 
so without guilt or shame.  
The heads of these countries 
have proven themselves  
to be extremely selfish and  
interested only in filling their 
personal bank accounts. The oil-
rich Middle Eastern countries 
managed to build the most modern 
infrastructure for themselves, but 
they did not use their resources 
as Allah has commanded (i.e., to 
help the poorer Muslim nations). 
Instead, they invested their 
enormous profits and excess wealth 
in Western countries in order 
to accumulate interest on their 
deposits. While doing this, they 
also developed a system of “Islamic 
banking” but for display purposes 
in their home countries only.  This 
“Islamic banking” is just a sugar-
coated label given to the same 

Al-Razzaq and the Present Global Economic Crisis
Summary of Friday Sermon Delivered on October 31st, 2008
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system of Western usury and does 
not follow the true teachings of the 
Holy Qur’an.  

Allah, who is Al-Razzaq, enjoins 
the believers, in order to gain the 
pleasure of Allah and to prosper 
spiritually as well as materially, to 
spend on their relatives, the poor 
and the wayfarer.  A true believer 
does not utter empty words but  
has firm faith in Allah.  Allah 
provides for all of his needs, and 
he spends out of his earnings in 
accordance with Allah’s will.     

Muslims are brothers and sisters 
of each other.  Therefore, Muslim 
nations should help the under-
privileged Muslim nations and 
should not regard doing as charity, 
but rather, as the fulfillment of  
their religious duty and 
responsibility.  Had the wealthy 
Muslim nations fulfilled this duty 
and responsibility instead of 
investing in western countries to 
accumulate interest, they would 
have earned the pleasure of Allah.  
However, they failed to do so and 
are now also suffering the negative 
affects of the global economic 
crisis. 

The root cause of the current global 
economic crisis is the practice 
of Western lending institutions 
using the deposits of their wealthy 
clients in order to advance loans 
for the purchase of homes and 
consumer goods.  Loans for 
productive projects, which would 
strengthen the economy by 
creating jobs and resources, are 
rarely extended.  Further, personal 
loans are extended on the basis 
of lax credit requirements (e.g., 
little or no downpayment).  As a 
result, borrowers are enticed into 
borrowing more than they should 
and are not fully aware of the 

interest costs of their loans.  Due to 
their possessing limited incomes, 
having to run households while 
also servicing debts makes people 
sink deeper into debt, and in some 
cases, making it impossible for 
them to repay their loans.  When 
borrowers began to default on 
their loans in large numbers, banks 
stopped lending because funds 
were no longer as readily available 
for them to do so.  The result was 
the current global economic crisis.    

Any country that claims that it is, 
as yet, unscathed by the global 
economic crisis, as claimed by 
some Middle Eastern countries, are 
uttering falsities.  Such countries 
are heavily reliant upon the high 
value of foreign investments and 
commodities (such as oil) for their 
prosperity, and as both have greatly 
decreased in value, so too has their 
prosperity.  

A recent editorial entitled “Sea of 
Debt” stated that the US economy 
has plunged to such depths that 
an easy recovery is impossible. 
Indeed, this is also the case with 
respect to the entire world.  In the 
US, consumers engaged in reckless 
spending because they used their 

credit cards excessively.  Now that 
funds are not as readily available 
and restrictions are now being 
imposed by credit card companies, 
consumers are now being forced to 
refrain from spending.  Automobile 
sales have plummeted to record 
lows and air travel is declining, 
and this decreased consumption 
has resulted in a sharp decrease in 
the price of oil.  Also, consumers 
are scaling back on spending 
for personal entertainment 
which means that an increase in  
depression and other mental  
health issues will follow.  

Allah states that those who devour 
ribaa (usury) as a form of income 
are similar to those who are smitten 
with insanity by Satan (The Holy 
Qur’an 2:276). At another place, 
Allah has declared ribaa to be haram 
(unlawful). Reliance on ribaa causes 
one to fall into a vicious cycle which 
is extremely difficult to break free 
from.  The joke, “If my neighbor 
loses his job, it is a recession, but if 
I lose my job, it is a depression,” is 
indicative of the current situation 
and the large scale of job losses 
taking place today.   

If there is an iota of sense left in 

Allah, who is Al-Razzaq, enjoins 
the believers, in order to gain the 
pleasure of Allah and to prosper 
spiritually as well as materially, 
to spend on their relatives, the 

poor and the wayfarer. 
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the world, it should abandon the 
use of ribaa.  Instead, investment 
in Islamically viable trades should 
take place.  Muslim nations should 
take a lead in this regard.  

In Pakistan and many African 
countries, leaders are corrupt and 
disloyal to their citizens, thereby 
adding fuel to the fire caused by 
the economic crisis.  To date, such 
countries have survived because 
of the loans extended to them 
from wealthier countries, but have 
no idea as to how to repay such 
loans.  Although these borrowing  
countries are blessed with 
abundant natural resources, they 
shamelessly beg for loans from 
wealthier countries time and again.  
These borrowing countries have 
forgotten the teachings of Allah the 
Almighty and will thus incur His 
great wrath.  

The system of ribaa further widens 
the gap between rich and poor.  
However, the Islamic system (ie., 
the system of Zakat (alms)) fosters 
harmony amongst all members of 
society.  All people, particularly 
Muslims, should stop their reliance 
on loans as doing so will lead to 
avoidance of financial crises every 

few years.  

According to the verses cited at the 
beginning of the sermon, Allah not 
only created us but also promised 
to provide for us.  However, His 
promise to provide for us was 
conditional upon our following His 
commandments.  

The feelings of instability and 
frustration, along with the constant 
imminence of war, are a result of 
the world being employed to serve 
only the interests of a privileged 
few.  The underprivileged can 
never secure a share of this wealth 
causing them to witness prosperity 
from a distance.  The lack of world 
peace is also a result of rich nations 
greedily ogling and egregiously 
exploiting the natural resources of 
underdeveloped nations.  

The following golden rules must 
be employed in order to prevent 
economic crises from occurring:

People must learn to live within 1.	
their means.  They must be 
content with what they can 
easily afford and not be dazzled 
with bigger houses and cars 
which thrust them into the 
system of debt.  
Avoid 2.	 ribaa. 

Wealthy nations should refrain 3.	
from seeking control over 
the natural resources of other 
countries.  The underprivileged 
countries should develop 
confidence and employ their 
natural resources for the benefit 
of their citizens only, even 
if international intervention 
occurs.  
Heads of states must be loyal to 4.	
their citizens and be patriotic to 
their countries.   
The rights and obligations of 5.	
the poor must be honoured. 

As all of the above rules are based 
on Islamic teachings, it is Islam that 
presents the soundest solution to 
the crises facing the world.  

For prosperity, taqwa  
(righteousness) is a must.  If we 
do not heed the word of Allah and 
believe in the Imam of the Age, 
there can be no salvation.  The 
Promised Messiah (as) reminded 
us that we should be ever-grateful 
to Allah Almighty for blessing us 
by revealing the spiritual light that 
we so desperately need for our 
salvation.  
May Allah guide the world to the 
vright path and enable all people to 
practice the true Islam.  Ameen.
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`

Inauguration of Al Mahdi Mosque
Summary of Friday Sermon Delivered on November 7th, 2008

This Friday sermon inaugurated 
the Al Mahdi Mosque in Bradford, 
UK.  By the grace of Allah, the 
Al Mahdi Mosque is a beautiful 
mosque that sits upon an elevation 
which affords a panoramic view  
of the city of Bradford.  The 
contributions of those who strove 
for its completion was praised, 
particularly those of the UK Lajna 
Imaillah.  The following day, 
another mosque was inaugurated 
and the sites of two proposed 
mosques were also visited.  In order 
to achieve its target of establishing 
25 mosques, the UK Jama’at has 
realized the value of concentrating 
on constructing mosques with 
practicality.

In Europe, young people are 
developing an increasing interest 
and inclination towards Islam.  
The Jama’at must respond to this 
increased interest and inclination 
by guiding people towards 
Ahmadiyyat, the true Islam.   

In responding to this increased 
interest, constructing beautiful 
mosques is not sufficient.  Rather, 
in addition to constructing such 
mosques, the primary purposes 
of such mosques must also be  
fulfilled.  These purposes are, 
with a pure heart and the sincere 
intentions, to seek Allah’s pleasure 
and to honour and fulfill the rights 
of humankind.  Each member of 
the community of the Promised 
Messiah (as) must keep these 
purposes in mind.  If a mosque is 
not built to fulfill these purposes, 
then its only purpose is to spread 
disbelief and, with reference to 
the Holy Qur’an 9:107-109, such a 

mosque deserves to be destroyed.

The Promised Messiah (as) was  
sent by Allah in the Latter Days 
so that people may give due 
recognition to Allah and the rights 
of His creation. Therefore, it is 
not possible that the Promised 
Messiah’s (as) community would 
establish mosques which are 
a cause of suffering, a source 
of disbelief and a refuge for 
hypocrites.  The Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Jama’at possesses the 
heavy responsibility to convey 
the true and peaceful message 
of Islam to the neighborhoods in  
which they reside so that they 
know that the Promised Messiah 
and Mahdi who was to come in 
subservience to the Holy Prophet 
(sa) to remove the troubles of the 
world has arrived.  

The Promised Messiah (as) came 
to the lay the foundation of peace, 
love, forbearance and conciliation.  
Therefore, his community shall 
continue to lay these foundations  
by establishing mosques in his 
name.  

Today, the Ahmadiyya Jama’t is at 
the forefront of communities who 
selflessly strive to alleviate the 
suffering of others.  In doing so, it 
runs numerous unique programs 
around the world.  

A large Muslim population resides 
in Bradford.  Many of these  
Muslims protested by creating 
difficulties during the construction 
of the Al Mahdi Mosque.  
However, by the grace of Allah, 
the mosque is now complete.  
Now, all of the Ahmadi Muslims 

who worship in it should strive to  
honour the purpose of its 
establishment and the rites of the 
worship of Allah with even greater 
gratitude and sincerity.    

The advent of the Promised 
Messiah (as) was to sow the seed 
of the pure and luminous Unity 
of Allah amongst humanity once 
again. As we are those who claim to 
belong to his community, we are the 
branches of the plant established 
by him.  As long as we honour our 
obligations, this plant will remain 
lush, otherwise, it will produce 
dry and rotten branches.  Through 
our words and our deeds, we must 
prove that our mosques are not 
built for show but are built for the 
worship of Allah and to promote 
harmony in the world.  

According to the Holy Qur’an, true 
mosques cannot be built by those 
who cause division amongst the 
believers.  Therefore, each Ahmadi 
should be a beacon of love and 
peace so that they may be living 
examples of those who are “tender 
amongst themselves” (Holy Qur’an 
48:30).  Only then will our tabligh 
(propagation) efforts bear fruit.  By 
implementing the teachings of the 
Holy Prophet (sa) and founding 
mosques on the basis of taqwa 
(righteousness) and the seeking of 
Allah’s pleasure, then the hypocrisy 
of those who seek to injure Islam 
will be foiled, just as it was foiled in 
the days of the Holy Prophet (sa).   
If Ahmadi Muslims remain 
steadfast and continue to believe 
sincerely in Allah, then Allah will 
always protect them from the evil 
designs of others.  
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That the Al Mahdi Mosque sits 
on a geographically prominent 
position and thus can be seen from 
the city is something that gives 
us joy.  However, this should not 
be our only source of joy.  The 
real impact of the beauty of the 
mosque will be manifested when 
those who worship in it remain  
steadfast on the path of taqwa and 
fulfill its purpose.  

True mosques are established 
by those who live with a sense 
of sacrifice and who are not 
subversive.   A true mosque’s 
ambience is free of rancour and 
malice.  Those who worship in 
such a mosque promote the unity 
of humanity and forgiveness,  
and they conduct themselves with 
humility and honour the rights of 
all people.  Allah makes a home in 
Paradise for those who establish 
and maintain such mosques.   

The Holy Qur’an states, 

“Dost thou not see those who 
changed Allah’s favour for 
ingratitude and landed their people 
into the abode of ruin?  Into Hell.  
They shall burn therein, and an evil 
place of rest it is.  And they have 
set up rivals to Allah to lead people 

astray from His way.  Say, ‘Enjoy 
yourselves a while, then, surely, 
your journey is toward the Fire.’  
Say to My servants who believe 
that they should observe Prayer, 
and spend out of what We have 
given them, secretly and openly, 
before there comes a day where 
there will be neither bargaining nor 
friendship.” (Holy Qur’an 14:29-
32)

In these verses, the first 
commandment is to observe  
prayer.  When a new mosque 
is built, then the community 
who built it receives greater 
attention and exposure from the 
surrounding population, and 
thus the opportunity to conduct 
tabligh increases.  Therefore, it 
is incumbent upon those who 
worship in that mosque to enhance 
their worship.  By enhancing their 
worship, they will be better able to 
convey the message of Ahmadiyyat 
and thereby be more successful at 
striving to achieve a reformation in 
society.   

The second commandment given 
in the above verses is to spend 
in the cause of Allah.  Giving in 
the way of Allah facilitates the  
building of mosques, the  

publication of literature and the 
training of missionaries. 

 Just as one must be regular in their 
prayers, so too must they be regular 
in their spending in the cause of 
Allah.  Giving on a one-off basis 
does not attract the blessings and 
produce the desired results.  

The foundations of the Bradford 
and the Hartlepool mosques were 
laid on the same day. However, 
as the latter mosque is smaller, it 
was completed two years ago.  The 
inauguration of the Hartlepool 
mosque two years ago marked the 
first time that the new fiscal year 
for Tehrik-e-Jadid was announced 
by Hadhrat Khalifatul Mashih V 
(ab) outside of London, UK.  Once 
again, by chance, the inauguration 
of the Bradford mosque marks 
the announcement of the new  
Tehrik-e-Jadid year outside of 
London, UK.   

Tehirk-e-Jadid was founded by 
Hadhrat Musleh Maood (ra) at 
a time when opposition to the 
Ahmadiyya Jama’at was at its peak.  
By launching this scheme, the 
tabligh of the Jama’at dramatically 
increased and the many mosques 
and missions around the  

True mosques are established by those who live 
with a sense of sacrifice and who are not subversive.   
A true mosque’s ambience is free of rancour and 
malice.  Those who worship in such a mosque 
promote the unity of humanity and forgiveness,  
and they conduct themselves with humility and 

honour the rights of all people.
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world are testament to this  
scheme’s success.   

Today, Allah has opened new ways 
and means for conducting tabligh.  
For example, through MTA, the 
world is now able to watch and 
listen to the Friday sermons of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih (ab) 
live. In order for the message of 
Ahmadiyyat, the true Islam, to be 
conveyed to each and every city, 
town and street, financial sacrifices 
are required.  Indeed, in our bai’at 
pledge, we affirm our obligation to 
be regular in financial sacrifices.  

Previously, the Ahmadiyya  
Jama’at had only two Jamia 
Ahmadiyya campuses.  By the grace 
of Allah, due to the ever-increasing 
need for missionaries and the 
financial sacrifices of the members 
of the Jama’at, more have been 
opened.  The United Kingdom is 
amongst those fortunate countries 
that possesses a Jamia Ahmadiyya.  

By Allah’s blessings, the passion 
and joy of giving resides in the 
hearts of the members of the 
Jama’at.  Indeed, during these times 
of economic crisis, the members 
of the Jama’at know full well that 
their worship and their giving will  
serve to protect them from the 
ill-effects of this crisis.  By the 
grace of Allah, Ahmadi Muslims 
fully comprehend this – while a 
secular mind may consider the 
various financial commitments 
to the Jama’at as burdensome, 
nevertheless, while having faith in 
Allah, Ahmadi Muslims continue 
to give.   

Each year, many Ahmadis save  
their money and anxiously await 
the announcement of the new  
Tehrik-e-Jadid year.  They refuse 
to keep a debit balance in their 

account with Allah.  Some Ahmadi 
Muslims are so passionate in 
giving that Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih (ab) reminds them regarding 
their obligation to honour the 
rights of their families, but often 
their response is that, by giving 
generously, they are “making a deal 
with Allah” and have faith that He 
will undertake to provide for their 
families on their behalf.  

The members of the UK Lajna 
Imaillah were significant 
contributors for the Berlin mosque 
as well as for the Bradford  
mosque.  Therefore, it deserves to 
be noted that an enthusiasm for 
giving has taken hold in the UK, 
including amongst the members of 
the Lajna Imaillah.  

At the conclusion of the 74th Tehrik-
e-Jadid year, the total contributions 
stand at £ 4,102,792.00.  Despite the 
global economic crisis, this amount 
represents an increase of £500,000 
over last year.  The rankings for 
the largest contributions are as 
follows:

Pakistan 1.	
USA2.	
UK3.	
Germany4.	
Canada5.	
Indonesia6.	
India7.	
Belgium and Australia8.	
Switzerland9.	
Nigeria and Mauritius10.	

Once again, the Pakistan Jama’at 
secured the first position.  The 
largest contributions came from 
Lahore, Rabwah and then Karachi.  

Although the USA Jama’at secured 
second place, their contributions 
represent a reduction from last 
year even though the exchange  
rate has improved.  The largest 

contributions came from the 
Silicon Valley, Chicago West, North 
Virginia and Detroit.  

The contribution of the UK Jama’at 
is £74,000.00 and represents an 
increase from last year.  The 
largest contributions came from 
the following large Jama’ats: 
London Mosque, Worcester 
Park, West Hill, Tooting, Sutton, 
Bradford, Manchester, Gillingham 
and Inner Park.  Amongst the 
smaller Jama’ats, the leaders were: 
Scunthorpe, Wolverhampton, 
Bristol, Spen Valley, Leamington 
Spa, Bournemouth, North Wales, 
Woking, Keighley and Devon & 
Cornwell.

In Canada, the largest contributions 
came from Calgary North East, 
Calgary North West and Peace 
Village.

By the grace of Allah, the Nigerian 
Jama’at has shown significant 
improvement becoming the first 
African Jama’at to join the top ten.

The accounts of the Dafter Awwal 
(the accounts of those who 
contributed to Tehrik-e-Jadid 
during its first 19 years) have been 
restored, some by their families, 
others by the Central Jama’at.  

As the total number of contributors 
to Tehrik-e-Jadid is approximately 
500,000, the numbers of contributors 
continues to be insufficient.   

May Allah reward all those who 
participated in the past Tehrik-e-
Jadid year and bless their wealth.  
May they continue to make  
financial sacrifices and may they 
enhance their worship of Allah.  
Ameen.
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According to Arabic lexicon, the 
divine attribute of Al-Wahaab (The 
Bestower) means the One who 
bestows and confers upon His 
servants.  This meaning is also 
associated with the word Wahib.  
While these attributes are also 
possessed by humans, the true 
Wahaab is Allah the Exalted as He 
confers when requested and even 
when not requested.  

When a true believer ponders over 
this attribute of Allah, he sees Allah 
bestowing at all times thereby 
demonstrating for us that He is 
Ever-Living.  By contrast, one who 
sees the world only through worldly 
eyes sees the material world as the 
sole source of everything.  

Many prayers have been taught to 
us by Allah regarding His attribute 
of Al-Wahaab.  One aspect of these 
prayers will be discussed in this 
sermon.    

In order to draw the believers’ 
attention towards honoring the 
rights of Allah’s creation, believers 
are enjoined to pray for their  
spouses and their children so 
that virtue may pass from one  
generation to the next.  In the 
Holy Qur’an, Allah teaches us the 
prayer, 

“‘Our Lord, grant us of our 
spouses and children the 
delight of our eyes, and make 
each of us a leader (imam) of the 
righteous.” (Holy Qur’an 25:75)  

This prayer is most comprehensive 
as it prays for one’s spouse as well 

as one’s children to be the delight of 
their eyes.  Upon acceptance of this 
prayer, not only are one’s spouse 
and children the delight of one’s 
eyes in this world but this blessing 
continues to be bestowed in the 
next.  For example, the offspring 
of one for whom the blessings of 
this prayer are granted continue to 
pray for him after his passing away 
so that Allah may confer upon 
him an elevated spiritual status.  
Therefore, the scope of the blessings 
of this prayer is limitless.    Indeed, 
according to the Holy Qur’an 32:18, 
Allah says, 

“And no soul knows what joy 
of the eyes is kept hidden for 
them, as a reward for the good 
they used to do.”  

Allah bestows His blessings 
upon those whose level of taqwa 
(righteousness) enables them to 
worship Allah, spend in His way, 
and commit other virtuous acts.  
They awake at night and supplicate 
to Allah that they and their children 
follow the straight path.  They 
seek the ‘delight of their eyes’, the 
knowledge of which only Allah 
possesses.  This prayer is made 
by those who do not confine their 
prayers to seeking blessings only 
for themselves but also seeking 
them for their future generations.  
Such are the true servants of Allah 
the Gracious as they aspire towards 
to leaving behind progeny that is 
firm in taqwa.    

When uttering this prayer, each of 

us must engage in self-reflection 
regarding whether we are fulfilling 
the rights of others, particularly 
our children, and whether we are 
leading them to the path of taqwa.  
If husband and wife do not adhere 
to taqwa, they not only cannot  
expect to derive the spiritual 
advantages of taqwa, which includes 
the blessing of Khilafat, but they 
also cannot expect their children 
to follow on the path of taqwa.  
According to the Holy Qur’an, 
just as the blessing of Khilafat is 
conditional upon taqwa, so too will 
the granting of the prayer for the 
“delight of our eyes”.  

The Holy Prophet Muhammad 
(sa) prayed that Allah have mercy 
upon the man who awakes at night 
for prayer, and then also wakes his 
wife, and if she hesitates, he lightly 
sprinkles water on her face in order 
to give her a gentle and refreshing 
awakening.  Similarly, the Holy 
Prophet (sa) prayed that Allah have 
mercy on the woman who awakes 
at night for prayer, and then wakes 
her husband, and if he hesitates, 
she lightly sprinkles water on his 
face.  The lesson from these prayers 
is that, according to the Holy 
Prophet (sa), the responsibility of 
a husband and wife to awake at 
night for prayer is not only shared 
equally between them but that they 
are partners in this endeavour.  

Complaints have been received 
regarding men who not only do not 
awake at night for prayer, but also 
show indolence.  How can such 
men invoke the Holy Qur’an 25:75?   
Allah is the Master of the Universe, 
and can grant us any wish He 

Divine Attribute of Al-Wahaab
Summary of Friday Sermon Delivered on November 14th, 2008
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desires, but He also imposes upon 
us the duty to reform ourselves 
if we desire His beneficence.  
According to the Holy Prophet 
(sa), no greater gift can be given 
by a father to his child than a good 
and moral upbringing.  A good and 
moral upbringing is only possible 
when a parent’s own moral and 
behavioural standards are worthy 
of emulation.  

According to the Promised 
Messiah(as), one can only pray the 
prayer in the Holy Qur’an 25:75 if 
one lives the life of a true servant of 
Allah the Gracious and gives Him 
precedence in all matters.  Indeed, 
this verse confirms that if this  
prayer is accepted by Allah, the 
status of imam will be conferred 
upon each of the members of the 
family.   For the tarbiyyat (religious 
and spiritual training) of women, 
men must take the first steps in 
adopting virtuousness.  When both 
husband and wife are virtuous, then 
and only then will their children 
follow in their footsteps in also 
becoming virtuous.  

One can only awaken one’s 
spouse at night for prayer if there 
exists between the husband and 
wife mutual love, affection and 
understanding such that they are 
partners in fulfilling the obligation 
of prayer. Unfortunately, some 
wives are subjected to harsh 
words from their husbands when 
awaken at night for prayer.  In 
some cases, husbands inflict 
violence against their wives for 
waking them.  As a result, these 
wives withdraw quietly and either 
resort to fulfilling the obligation of 
prayer alone or abandon altogether 
the habit of awaking at night for 
prayer.  In either case, the children 
suffer for this relative absence of  

religiousness in their home because 
in order for children to become the 
“delight of our eyes,” parents must 
first reform themselves and set an 
example.

According to the Promised 
Messiah(as), each Ahmadi Muslim 
should be an example and a leader 
for others in spiritual matters.  
This requirement of the Promised 
Messiah (as) should serve to rouse 
us.

In earlier times, wives were 
uneducated.  However, with the 
grace of Allah, times have changed 
and today, women are educated  
and possess awareness and 
perception.  Many such women  

have expressed that they agonize 
over the spiritually ill condition of 
many men and its potentially ill 
effects on children.  In some cases, 
by their actions and behaviour, 
men cause their wives to seek 
separation from them.  Men are 
wholly responsible for this state of 
affairs.

This state of affairs is most 
unfortunate.  Allah has taught us a 
prayer for the granting of good in 
this world and in the hereafter for 
ourselves and our children.  Allah 
only desires that we learn the means 
of seeking good in this world and 
in the next, and when we do, He 
bestows it.  

Guidance from Hadrat Khalifatul Masih Vaa



We must engage in self-reflection 
and try to travel only the path which 
helps to attain Allah’s pleasure.  We 
should strive to maintain peace 
in our homes, find delight in our 
children, and each Ahmadi should 
live in accordance with taqwa.  This 
is how we will derive full benefit 
from Khilafat and will make us of 
those who honour the obligations 
of membership in the community 
of the ghulam (slave) of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (sa). 

One of the causes of marital 
disharmony is when men demand 
from their wives male offspring.  
We should be reminded of the Holy 
Qur’an which states, 

“To Allah belongs the kingdom 
of the heavens and the earth. 
He creates what He pleases. He 
bestows daughters upon whom 
He pleases and He bestows sons 
upon whom He pleases.” (Holy 
Qur’an 42:50) 

The laying of blame regarding 
whether a son or daughter is born 
means forsaking taqwa.  Although 
in this age of advanced medicine, 

some have benefitted from it, the 
Holy Qur’an teaches us that Allah 
alone is the Creator and He does 
what He pleases. This is why 
even the employment of the most 
sophisticated medical technologies 
may not produce the desired 
results.  

Some men mistreat their wives 
and daughters.  Such mistreatment 
creates long-term resentment on 
the part of daughters against their 
fathers.  Some of the cases that 
have been reported to Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih V (ab) recall the 
days of pre-Islamic ignorance when 
people’s faces would darken when 
daughters were born.  The fact that 
people continue to reacte similarly 
today is shocking.  

In one case, in the pursuit of male 
offspring, a man married four times 
because each successive wife kept 
producing daughters.  Eventually, 
his first wife succeeded in producing 
a son.  

Those who wish to have children, 
or who have a particular wish for 
sons, should pray to Allah and 

seek guidance from Him regarding 
what is taught in the Holy Qur’an 
at 37:101 and 3:39.  When people 
express their desire for Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih V (ab) to pray 
that they be blessed with sons, he 
always responds by instructing 
them to pray for healthy and pious 
children, be they sons or daughters.  
Indeed, sometimes daughters 
exceed sons in virtue and service to 
their parents.    

Many letters are received in which 
parents express their concern that 
their children are falling astray.  
What is important is that children 
be or become virtuous.

According to the Promised 
Messiah(as), the meaning of 
saliheen (the righteous) are those 
who possess no spiritual ailments 
as well as no elements of sedition.  
Therefore, prayers and the desire 
for pious children will be of no avail 
unless and until parents abide by 
taqwa and are amongst the saliheen.  
May Allah enable this for all of us.  
Ameen.
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We must engage in self-reflection and try to travel 
only the path which helps to attain Allah’s pleasure.  
We should strive to maintain peace in our homes, 
find delight in our children, and each Ahmadi should 
live in accordance with taqwa.  This is how we will 
derive full benefit from Khilafat and will make us 
of those who honour the obligations of membership 
in the community of the ghulam (slave) of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (sa). 
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Letter to the Editor

Dear Mahdi Sahib & Siddiq Sahib,
I hope the letter finds you well by the Grace of 
Allah. I am writing this letter in connection with the 
submission made by yourselves in the Canadian 
Parliament regarding the persecution of Ahmadis in 
Indonesia and Pakistan which I had the good fortune 
to read in the Ahmadiyya Gazette Canada. 
It is, Alhumdolillah, a very lucid and cogent exposition 
of the Ahmadi plight in these countries. I wish to 
congratulate both of you as authors of this highly 
enlightening and refreshingly perceptive article vis-à-
vis  the historical position and legal sanction imposed 
upon the Jama’at. I was very much impressed by the 
article. There are nonetheless two factual inaccuracies 
which ought to be clarified. I have discussed this with 
respected elders and they have suggested that I write 
to you directly. 
The first anomaly which I wish to draw your respected 
attention to is the paragraph regarding the types of 
jihad. It is stated that Jihad is differentiated by the Holy 
Qur’an into two types - namely jihad al-akbar (greater 
jihad) and jihad al-asghar (smaller jihad). I do not wish to 
take issue with these two types of jihad or the meanings 
and expositions given of either type. Rather, and I am 
sure this must have been known to yourselves, these 
two types are referred to most explicitly in the Hadith 
traditions of the Holy Prophet (sa) on returning from 
an expedition when he reminded the Muslim force that 
they were returning from jihad al-asghar towards jihad 
al-akbar. It is thus not a Qur’anic classification, although 
I do appreciate the fact that any saying or action of the 
Holy Prophet (saw) rest implicitly within the Qur’an 
- as Hadhrat Ayesha Siddique (ra) states that “he was 
the Qur’an walking”. Nonetheless, I have come across 
mention of a jihad kabeer in the Qur’an – that fought 

with by means of the Qur’an but not of jihad sagheer 
nor of the clear cut difference defined between the two. 
Of course, I maybe mistaken in which case I would be 
obliged to be corrected. 
I am sure you would also be aware these certain Sunni 
ulema doubt the authority of this Hadith and further 
that they would have no basis for their disputation if 
there was a clear Qur’anic injunction to this effect. I 
myself, of course do not subscribe to this view, but I do 
believe that it is important to cite our sources correctly, 
where they are the Qur’an or Hadith. 
The second anomaly, in this otherwise very informative 
article, is the claim that the Jama’at’s viewpoint as 
regards to Khatme-Nabuwat (finality of prophethood) 
has been the dominant view throughout Islamic history. 
This is almost certainly an erroneous claim. You may 
recall that Hadhret Masih Maood (as) himself believed 
in the literal ascension and descension of Hadhret 
Syedna Isa (as) before he was revealed to by God 
Almighty regarding the fulfilling of these prophecies. 
Would this not have indicated the Khatmiyyat? Why 
would he hold this new if this was the minority view, 
a “more recent and high unorthodox innovation” as 
you put it. I have heard Hadhret Chaudhary Zafrullah 
Khan Sahib also admit that the Jama’at’s viewpoint 
with regard to this issue is also not shared with these 
in Islamic history. In fact it very much appears, from a 
point of Islamic history in contact that this was a ‘ghaib’ 
secret not understood for many centuries but revealed 
by God, Most High, of the appointed time. Many times 
in his books Hadhret Masih Maood (as) laments that 
it would have been acceptable for his opponents to 
believe their mistaken notions regards both Hadhret 
Isa (as) and Khatmiyyat except that he has now come 
with a clear exposition to these matters. He himself 
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admits the prevalence of these notions throughout the 
times. 
If you were to cite as evidence the view of, for example 
Hadhret Imam Malik or Hadhret Ibn Al-Arabi or even 
as is often cited Hadhret Roomi, to claim that the 
dominant view is the Ahmadi view then you would be 
taking one step too far. The quotations that are cited do 
give credence, undoubtedly to our position. But they 
are themselves, one looked at from the source material, 
often limited in scope and not fully congruent with our 
viewpoint. For example, Hadhret Ibn Al-Arabi certainly 
appears to support our viewpoint regards certain issues 
specifically related to Khatmiyyat. He also believes in 
a Mahdi to undertake Jihad by saif and in literal war. 
This is the problem with taking quotations piecemeal 
and claiming that the weight of Islamic scholarship 
throughout the ages supports us. If you in fact take a 
fair sample of the ulema through the ages for example 
(1) the four classical commentaries is the Qur’an (2) the 
Hadith compilers (3) opinions as recorded in the book 
of Seerah (4) the Fuqahah and Mujahids of the four 
schools (5) the acclaimed Mujadids of their respective 
eras. You will certainly find that the weight of opinion 
bears down against our viewpoint. This does not 
necessarily detract from the fundamental rightness of 
our argument, it only illustrates that our viewpoint has 
been, historically as well the minority viewpoint.
In similar manner, I do not wish to detract from a 
thoroughly enjoyable and enlightening article. I simply 
wished to draw these two matters to your attention. 
Of course, I may be mistaken in which case I would 
welcome correction. I hope you do not take the offense 
at my comments and instead take them in the spirit in 
which they were intended.
Jazak Allah and please remember me in your prayers. 
Wassalam,
Musa Sami
Brighton, UK
binbasir@hotmail.com

Dear Musa Sami Sahib, 
Jazak Allah for your letter and very kind words.  
With regards to your questions regarding jihad 
and Khatamiyyat, I offer the following by way of 
explanation.
Regarding your question on jihad, you will note that 
we state that the interpretation of it is based on both 
the Holy Qur’an and the Hadith.  On the basis of them, 
Hadhrat Masih Maood (as) provided his exegesis.  In 

your question, you appear to suggest that as references 
to jihad al-akbar and jihad al-asghar are not explicitly 
made in the Holy Qur’an, they must not be based on 
it.  However, for these two concepts to be “based” on 
them, explicit references are not necessary. Hadhrat 
Masih Maood’s (as) exegesis is based on a reasonable 
interpretation and analysis of both the Holy Qur’an and 
the Hadith (with the assistance of divine guidance). 
In other words, explicit references are not required in 
order for one to be able to assert that the Holy Qur’an 
states something or that something is based upon it.  
You are correct that in the Holy Qur’an there exists a 
reference to jihad kabeer (Holy Qur’an 25:53), the word 
kabeer being of the same derivation as the word akbar.  
Although the term sagheer or asghar are not explicitly 
used in this context in the Holy Qur’an to describe 
the militaristic form of jihad, Qur’anic exegetes have 
nevertheless used this term to refer to this form of 
jihad.  They did so due to the fact that the Holy Qur’an 
apparently distinguishes between two types of jihad, 
stressing the spiritual form of striving, thus leading 
to the reasonable conclusions that two forms are to be 
considered and that the spiritual form is the primary 
or greater one. I refer you to Holy Qur’an 2:219, 3:143, 
3:201, 4:96, 5:36, 5:55, 9:16, 9:20, 9:41, 9:73, 9:86, 9:88, 
22:79, 25:53, 29:7, 29:9, 29:70, 47:32, 49:16, 60:2, 61:12, 
66:10 and 94:8. When read as a whole, it is clear that the 
Holy Qur’an primarily emphasizes a spiritual form of 
jihad.  The taking up of arms appears as a lesser form 
of jihad given that explicit conditions and limits are 
placed on it which is not the case for the spiritual form 
of jihad.  This interpretation is supported by the fact 
that the Holy Qur’an clearly distinguishes between 
jihad and qital (fighting), as evident in the Holy Qur’an 
2:191-4, 2:247, 3:168, 4:75-6, 4:77, 4:85, 4:91, 8:40, 8:66, 
9:12-14, 9:29, 9:36, 9:83, 9:111, 9:123, 22:40, 33:26, 48:17-
18, 48:23, 48:26, 49:10, 59:15, 61:5 and 73:21.  If jihad 
and fighting are synonymous, then the Holy Qur’an 
would have had no need to use two different terms 
and then place explicit limits regarding one of them.  
Further, as you correctly point out, by virtue of the 
Holy Qur’an’s reference to the Holy Prophet (sa) as 
an “ideal example”, his Sunnah are incorporated by 
reference.  However, while informative in interpreting 
the Holy Qur’an, the Hadith you referred to is not the 
sole basis for concluding that the Holy Qur’an refers to 
two forms of jihad.  It is on this basis that one can assert 
the concept of jihad as “based on  the Holy Qur’an”.  
Such an interpretation would indeed never be adopted 
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if it was not based on guidance from and consistent 
with the Holy Qur’an.
Exegetes who supported the above view include among 
others, Hadhrat Imam Al-Ghazali (see Ihya Ulum al-Din), 
Hadhrat Sheikh Abdul Qadir Jilani (see Al-Munawi) 
and Hadhrat Ibn Al-Arabi (see William Chittick’s The 
Sufi Path of Knowledge and The Self-Disclosure of God, 
two excellent works dedicated to analysis of the work 
of Hadhrat Ibn Al-Arabi).  Hadhrat Ibn Al-Arabi’s 
writings are replete with evidence that, while he did 
not preclude fighting, he placed it in lower rank and 
stressed the spiritual aspect of jihad.    
Regarding the reliability of the Hadith you mention 
above, the full text of it is as follows:

“A number of fighters came to the Messenger of 
Allah (sa), and he said: ‘You have done well in 
coming from the jihad al-asghar (smaller jihad) to the 
jihad al-akbar (greater jihad).’  They said: ‘What is the 
jihad al-akbar?’  He said: ‘For the servant [of Allah] to 
fight his passions.’” (Al-Tasharraf, Part 1, p. 70; Al-
Bayhaqi, Zuhd, no. 175).

The above Hadith was considered authoritative by and 
relied upon by all of the above-mentioned scholars and 
many others, as well as by Hadhrat Masih Maood (as) 
and Hadhrat Musleh Maood (ra).  Also, it is supported 
by many related Hadith such as Al-Tirmidhi III:1671 
(“The fighter is one who fights his passions”) and Ibn 
Al-Mubarak’s Kitabul Jihad no. 141 (“The fighter is one 
who fights his soul”).  I also refer you to the following 
Hadith:

“A Bedouin came to the Holy Prophet (sa) and said: 
‘O Messenger of Allah, which of the people is the 
best?’  He said: ‘A man who fights with himself and 
his wealth, and a man upon one of the mountain 
paths, worshiping his Lord and calling the people 
from their evil.’” (Al-Bokhari III:2786)
“The most excellent jihad is the Haj (pilgrimage).” 
(Al-Bokhari 25:4)

To my knowledge, the only Sunni scholarship which 
attempts to discredit the Hadith you mentioned is by 
exegetes like Ibn Taymiyya, Hassan A-Banna, Syed 
Qutb and Maududi, whom we cannot consider to be 
credible due to the numerous interpretational errors 
they employed on a vast range of subjects.  
Regardless of whether the above interpretation has 
been accepted historically by eminent ulema, it was 
the one presented by no less than Hadhrat Masih 
Maood (as).  It deserves to be noted that, at the time 
Hadhrat Masih Maood (as) presented it, along with his 

proclamation that his advent had ushered in the age of 
“jihad of the pen”, he became was a target of vilification 
by the ulema of his time.  However, his interpretation 
has now prevailed as the predominant interpretation 
of jihad in the Islamic world.  
Regarding the issue of “Khatamiyyat” and the notion 
that the corpus of Islamic scholarship is against the 
Ahmadiyya interpretation, I disagree with your 
assessment.  While it is true that the Promised Messiah 
(as) stated that the majority of the ummah did not agree 
with his interpretation, he referred to the existence of 
this phenomenon in a more modern context.  I refer you 
to Yohanan Friedman’s Prophecy Continuous: Aspects of 
Ahmadi Religious Thought and Its Medieval Background 
(Oxford University Press) which determined that the 
corpus of Islamic scholarship favours the Ahmadiyya 
interpretation, particularly that of Hadhrat Ibn Al-
Arabi, who dedicated almost his entire scholarly career 
to this issue.  Although his views were controversial, 
nevertheless, they were the more prevalent amongst 
the most revered ulema over the centuries.  I would 
also refer you to the research conducted by Hadhrat 
Khalifatul Masih IV (rh) in Finality of Prophethood (found 
on www.alislam.org) which provides an exhaustive 
collection of ulema citations.  Regarding your concern 
regarding “piecemeal” citations, while no other exegete 
was as prolific as Hadhrat Ibn Al-Arabi on the topic 
(as Hadhrat Ibn Al-Arabi is the only one to dedicate 
much of his scholarly career to this topic), wherever 
and whenever they stated their views on the meaning 
of Khataman-Nabiyeen and la nabiya baadi, they did so 
in unequivocal and unambiguous terms which clearly 
favour the Ahmadiyya interpretation.  I cannot speak 
to what you personally heard from Hadhrat Chaudhry 
Sahib as I never had the opportunity to speak with 
him on this subject, but I can say that I have striven to 
undertake the study to which you refer to above and 
I can confirm that my findings are indeed confirmed 
by those of Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih IV (rh) and 
Professor Friedman. Again, this is not to say that the 
Ahmadiyya interpretation was universally held or non-
controversial throughout Islamic history, but it was 
certainly prevalent and, given the number and renown 
of the scholars who expressed opinions consistent with 
it, can be reasonably viewed as the historically more 
dominant view.  

Continued on page 33...
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Editorial:  
False Charges of Blasphemy in Layyah (Pakistan)

Countries that have the lowest 
reputations for honouring the 
human rights of their citizens are also 
known for their cruelty to the most 
vulnerable in society, particularly 
children.  The exploitation of 
children by the Lords Resistance 
Army in Uganda, or the rebels in 
Sierra Leone and the Congo are 
well-known.  Now Pakistan has 
joined this illustrious list.    

In 1974, the Pakistan Constitution 
was amended to declare the 
members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Community as non-Muslim.  
The official persecution of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
began in 1984 with the proclamation 
of Military Ordinance XX amending 
Sections 298-B and 298-C of the 
Pakistan Penal Code which make 
the peaceful practice of their faith 
as Islam by Ahmadi Muslims a  
criminal act.  This persecution 
escalated with the enactment of 
Section 295-C (the Blasphemy 
Law) which punishes any alleged 
injury to the honour of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammad (sa) with 
death or life imprisonment.  While 
the Blasphemy Law has been 
used to threaten and harass many 
Christians, its legislative history 
clearly shows that it was enacted 
in order to target and threaten 

the members of the Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community.  As a result, 
it is no coincidence that Ahmadis 
have been the overwhelming 
recipients of persecution pursuant 
to the Blasphemy Law, all having 
been falsely accused and charged, 
including in 1999, our beloved 
imam, Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V 
(ab) who was, by the grace of Allah, 
released shortly thereafter.   

Consistent with their history and 
their unbreakable faith in Allah,  
the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
 Community in Pakistan continues  
to bear their persecution with 
patience and courage. Many 
experienced the doors of 
educational institutions closed to 
them, the jobs for which they are 
the most qualified denied to them, 
and the opportunity for them to 

patriotically serve their beloved 
country in the civil or military 
service taken from them.  As if 
these social and economic hurdles 
are not enough, mullahs also 
orchestrate the violent destruction 
of Ahmadi property (including 
homes, mosques and graves) as well 
as instigate public riots, beatings 
and brutal assassinations, all for 
the “crime” of accepting the advent 
of the Promised Messiah (as) in 
accordance with the instructions of 
the Holy Prophet (sa).

To date, the persecution of the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
through the Blasphemy Law has 
been confined to adults.  However, 
by their own admission, mullahs 
attempts to stem the tide of the 
progress of the Ahmadiyya Jama’at 
have been continuously frustrated.  

Editorial
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As a result, the immorality and 
deception of the present-day  
mullahs of Pakistan has sunk deeper 
into the targeting and victimization 
of innocent children.  Basic  
humanity leads one, despite the 
existence of ideological, political 
or military conflict, to abhor the 
victimization, exploitation and 
abuse of children.  However, even 
this last vestige of decency has 
escaped Pakistan.    

On January 28, 2009, four Ahmadi 
children and one adult were 
arrested in District Layyah.  They 
are Muhammad Irfan, Tahir Imran, 
Tahir Mahmood and Naseeb 
 Ahmad, all aged between 14 and 16, 
as well as Mubashar Ahmad, aged 
50.  They were accused of inscribing 
name of the Holy Prophet (sa) on 
the wall of the washroom of a local 
mosque and were thus charged 
pursuant to the Blasphemy Law.   
The only evidence presented to 
support the charge was that they, 
along with many others, happened 
to be physically present near the 
scene and that they, of all those 
present, were the only Ahmadis.  
In other words, the only basis of 
their being charged is that they 
are members of the Ahmadiyya 
Community.   In the words of a local 
mullah, as no Muslim could have 
possibly dishonoured the Holy 
Prophet (sa) in such a way, and since 
Ahmadis are legally considered 
as non-Muslim, then only these 
Ahmadis could have put the 
inscription on the bathroom wall.  
In other words, in Pakistan, being 
an Ahmadi is sufficient for inferring 
and establishing culpability.   

A report of the Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP), in 
condemning the arrest, stated:

“No evidence is available 
against the accused, who were 
arrested after the case was 
registered. The police and the 
villagers concede that there is 
no witness or evidence of the 
Ahmadis’ involvement in the 
alleged blasphemy.”

The HRCP report noted that the 
charges were laid at the behest of 
local mullahs and due to certain 
political pressure.    

Despite the lack of evidence to 
support the charge, Mubashar 
Ahmad and the four boys continue 
to be held in custody and have been 
denied bail and access to visitors 
and legal counsel.  Recently, they 
were also moved to the Dera Ghazi 
Khan prison “for their safety”.  

Although the Pakistan Government 
ratified the United Nations on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the 
arrests are in violation of Articles 
14 and 36.  Therefore, the arrests 
of the four boys constitutes a 
flagrant violation of Pakistan’s 
international obligations under the 
UNCRC as well as according to 
other international human rights 
standards.

Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih V (ab) 
has instructed all members of 
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at 

worldwide to write letters to 
their local media, human rights 
organizations and politicians in 
order to raise awareness of and 
to protest this matter. In such 
correspondence, Ahmadis should 
point out the following:  

The accused children have been •	
in custody since January 28, 2009 
without bail and without access 
to visitors or legal counsel.
With reference to the findings of •	
the HRCP, the charges against 
the accused are completely false 
and baseless.
The arrests and charges have •	
been condemned by the HRCP 
and the Asian Human Rights 
Commission, as well as many 
other non-governmental human 
rights organizations.
Pakistan Penal Code Section •	
295-C carries a sentence of death 
or life imprisonment.  
Pakistan is in breach of its •	
international obligations, 
including those under the 
UNCRC.

The members of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Jama’at Canada are encouraged to follow 
the instructions of Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih V (ab) and are humbly requested to 
remember each of the five accused in their 
special prayers and to pray for their urgent 
release. 
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IV. The Second Advent of Jesus vs. the 
Finality of Prophethood

Prior to discussing the merits of 
the assertion of the Ahmadiyya 
Jama’at that the Holy Qur’an 
contemplates or predicts the 
coming of non-legislative prophets 
after the Holy Prophet, we will 
first examine whether the views 
espoused by the present-day 
ulema are consistent with the Holy 
Qur’an.  In other words, we will 
first examine whether the belief in 
the literal finality of prophethood 
in Islam is consistent with the 
belief in the literal fulfillment of the 
second advent of Jesus as Islam’s 
Promised Messiah.  This discussion 
will demonstrate why the belief 
in the literal return of Jesus not 
only contradicts the concept of the 
literal finality of prophethood as 
espoused by the present-day ulema 
but also results in the denial of the 
eternal truth of the Holy Qur’an 
and renders the Holy Prophet and 
his ummah as inferior to Moses and 
his ummah.  

By contrast, the only interpretation 
which maintains the eternal truth 
of the Holy Qur’an and the prestige 
of the Holy Prophet and his ummah 
is to believe that the second advent 
of Jesus was never to be fulfilled 
literally, but rather, by a Muslim 

from within the Holy Prophet’s 
ummah who would resemble Jesus 
in his qualities and mission (thus 
metaphorically bearing his name).  
As will be explained below, such 
a belief is perfectly in accord with 
the Holy Prophet’s “finality” as the 
authoritative and last law-bearing 
prophet thus requiring that any 
future prophets must be from 
within his ummah, subordinate to 
him and be followers of his law.  

The belief in the finality of the 
prophethood of the Holy Prophet 
is derived from the Holy Qur’an 
33:41, “Muhammad is not the 
father of any of your men, but he 
is the Messenger of Allah, and the 
Seal of the Prophets (Khaatam-
an-Nabiyeen), and Allah has 
full knowledge of all things.”  
The present-day ulema interpret 
the term khaatam to mean “last” 
or “final” in a literal sense thus 
resulting in the complete cessation 
of all prophethood after the Holy 
Prophet.  While this verse will be 
interpreted in detail later below,  
for purposes of this discussion, we 
can at least point out that, as the 
Holy Qur’an 2:137, 3:85, 4:172, 19:31, 
4: and 61:7 refer to Jesus as a nabi 
(prophet) and rasul (messenger) of 
Allah, and according to the Hadith, 
Jesus will return as a nabi1, the 

interpretation of the present-day 
ulema contradicts the belief in the 
second advent of Jesus as Islam’s 
Promised Messiah.  In other words, 
as we know that Jesus is to fulfill 
the advent of Islam’s Promise 
Messiah, and Jesus is a nabi, we can 
already conclude that the view of 
the present-day ulema regarding 
the meaning of the title Khaatam-
an-Nabiyeen is impossible and thus 
a misinterpretation.  Therefore, the 
belief in the second advent of Jesus, 
who is a prophet, is inconsistent 
with interpreting Khatam-an-
Nabiyeen as barring the advent of 
subsequent prophets after the Holy 
Prophet.

Acknowledging the above 
contradiction but persisting in their 
belief that Jesus’ advent is to be 
fulfilled literally, without citing any 
support from the Holy Qur’an or 
Hadith, the present-day ulema assert 
that either (1) Jesus’ prophethood 
pre-dates the Holy Prophet’s 
and thus does not contradict his  
finality chronologically, or  
(2) Jesus, upon his return, will be 
stripped of his status as a prophet 
in order to preserve the finality 
of the Holy Prophet’s finality.2  
The following discussion will 
demonstrate that both of these 
assertions result in the denial  
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of the eternal truth of the Holy 
Qur’an and the loss of prestige for 
the Holy Prophet and his ummah. 
As these assertions also depend 
upon the belief that Jesus is still 
alive, the following discussion will 
also demonstrate that such a belief 
is also unsupported by the Holy 
Qur’an.  

 (a) The Denial of the Eternity of the Holy 
Qur’an and the Prestige 

 of the Holy Prophet and His Ummah

Regarding the denial of the eternal 
truth of the Holy Qur’an, according 
to the Holy Qur’an, Jesus is a nabi 
(prophet) who was sent exclusively 
for the Bani Israel (Tribe of Israel) 
and was thus a prophet from 
Moses’ ummah and not the ummah 
of the Holy Prophet.3  As Jesus is to 
return as Islam’s Promised Messiah 
as a Muslim from within the Holy 
Prophet’s ummah4, the belief in the 
literal return of Jesus thus requires 
the denial of the description of  
him in the Holy Qur’an as an 
exclusively Israelite prophet, thus 
resulting in the denial of the Holy 
Qur’an as an eternally true book.  
Similarly, if one believes that upon 
Jesus’ return he will no longer be 
a nabi, then such a belief denies 
the description in the Holy Qur’an 
of Jesus as a nabi, and thus also  
results in the denial of the eternal 
truth of the Holy Qur’an.  As the 
Ahmadiyya Jama’at believes the 
Holy Qur’an to be an eternally true 
and perfect book, each an every 
verse of it being unabrogatable, 
it thus believes that the second 
advent of Jesus cannot be fulfilled 
literally.  Instead, the Ahmadiyya 
Jama’at believes that a Muslim 
possessing Jesus’ qualities (and 
thus metaphorically bearing his 
name) is to come in his “spirit 
and power” and fulfill his advent 
in the same manner that John the 

Baptist fulfilled the second advent 
of Elijah.5 Only the Ahmadiyya 
Jama’at’s interpretation regarding 
Jesus’ advent, and not that of the 
present-day ulema, is supported by 
the Bible and the Holy Qur’an.  

Not only does the belief that the 
literal fulfillment of Jesus’ second 
advent result in the denial in the 
eternal truth of the Holy Qur’an, 
but such a belief also demonstrates 
the inferiority of the Holy Prophet’s 
ummah relative to that of the ummah 
of Moses.  A nabi from Moses’ 
ummah having to be brought back 
to be Islam’s Promised Messiah 
to revive the faith of Islam and to 
inspire its final victory means that 
the Holy Prophet and his teachings 
are incapable of producing a person 
from within the Muslim ummah  
with the same capability.  Such a 
belief also means that the Holy 
Prophet is spiritually impotent 
as he, unlike Moses, is incapable 
of producing a person within his 
ummah that possesses the status 
and qualities similar to those  
possessed by Jesus.  As the title 
Khaatam-n-Nabiyeen could only 
have been conferred by Allah upon 
the Holy Prophet in order to exalt 
him, and not to degrade him and  
strip him of his prestige, any 
interpretation which renders the 
Holy Prophet and his ummah 
as inferior must be false and 
incorrect.    

As the Ahmadiyya Jama’at  
believes that (1) the Holy Qur’an is 
eternally true and (2) that the Holy 
Prophet and the teachings of Islam 
are not spiritually impotent, the 
second advent of Jesus must not be 
meant to be fulfilled literally, but 
rather, by a Muslim from within 
the Holy Prophet’s ummah who 
will possess Jesus’ qualities and 

characteristics and thus come in his 
“spirit and power”.  Such a person 
would be capable of reviving the 
Islamic faith and successfully 
inspiring Islam’s final victory by, like 
Jesus, winning people’s hearts and 
minds through Islam’s teachings of 
peace, love and compassion.  In this 
context, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad claimed to possess the 
qualities of Jesus and to have fulfilled 
his second advent.6  Whether one 
accepts the claim of Hadhrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad as having fulfilled 
the second advent of Jesus or not, 
the fact remains that only the views 
of the Ahmadiyya Jama’at uphold 
and maintain the eternal truth of 
the Holy Qur’an and the prestige 
of the Holy Prophet and his ummah, 
while the views of the present-day 
ulema do not.            

(b) The Holy Qur’an on  
Whether Jesus is Still Alive

As mentioned above, as no one will 
be risen from the dead until the Day 
of Resurrection, the belief in the 
literal fulfillment of Jesus’ second 
advent depends upon the belief 
that Jesus ascended to heaven and 
is still alive today, and thus has not 
yet died a natural death.  However, 
this belief is not supported by the 
Holy Qur’an.  According to the 
Holy Qur’an 4:158, Jesus survived 
the crucifixion and did not die on 
the cross.7  However, also according 
to the Holy Qur’an, contrary to the 
belief of the present-day ulema, Jesus 
was not physically raised to heaven 
where he is still alive and awaiting 
his descent as Islam’s Promised 
Messiah.  The following discussion 
demonstrates that, according to 
the Holy Qur’an, after surviving 
crucifixion, Jesus died a natural 
death.  Jesus not being alive further 
supports the notion that his second 
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advent cannot be fulfilled literally, 
but rather, by someone who will 
come in his “spirit and power.”      

(1)  The Holy Qur’an 3:56 states, 
“When Allah said, O Jesus, I will 
cause thee to die (mutawaffa) and 
will raise thee (rafa) to Myself, and 
will clear thee from the charges 
of those who disbelieve, and 
will place those who follow thee 
above those who disbelieve until 
the Day of Resurrection; then to 
Me shall be your return, and I will 
judge between you concerning 
that wherein you differ.” 
(emphasis added)  The present-
day ulema interpret mutawaffa to 
mean “to sleep” and the word 
rafa as a reference to physical 
ascension to Heaven. Therefore, 
according to these ulema, either 
before or during the crucifixion, 
Jesus became unconscious and  
then was physically raised to Allah, 
and thus has not yet died.  As 
he has not yet died, he will then 
literally return as Islam’s Promised  
Messiah.  However, this 
interpretation is inconsistent with 
the latter part of this verse which 
explicitly states that Jesus is not to 
return to Allah until after the Day 
of Resurrection, and not before 
that.  Therefore, the interpretation 
of the present-day ulema fails to 
take into account the entirety of this 
verse thus rendering it as internally 
inconsistent.  

In order for 3:56 to be interpreted 
in an internally consistent manner, 
the reference to Jesus being raised 
to Allah must be interpreted as a 
reference to spiritual, not physical, 
elevation to Allah.  Indeed, the 
term rafa means to be elevated 
in spiritual rank and increased 
spiritual nearness to Allah, 
something that each Muslim prays 

for when performing his or her salat 
(prayer).  For example, between 
each sajdah (prostration) during 
the salat (prayer), Muslims pray 
the following prayer, “O Allah, 
forgive me, have mercy on me, 
guide me, grant me security, raise 
me up (warfa’nee), make good my 
shortcomings, and provide for 
me.”  The Holy Prophet recited 
this prayer when he performed 
his salat.  In this prayer, the term 
warfa’nee, which uses the word rafa, 
is a request to Allah for elevation 
in spiritual rank and nearness to 
Him, not physical ascension.  As 
we know that the Holy Prophet 
died a natural death, if this prayer 
is a request for physical ascension, 
then that means that Jesus received 
a spiritual blessing from Allah that 
the Holy Prophet was denied.  For 
the Ahmadiyya Jama’at, the notion 
that any prophet received a spiritual 
blessing which was denied to the 
Holy Prophet is inconceivable.  
Further, for centuries, whenever 
a Muslim has invoked this prayer 
during his or her salat, none has 
ever understood it to be a request 
for physical ascension.  Therefore, 
interpreting rafa in 3:56 to be a 
reference to physical ascension is 
incorrect not only because the Holy 
Prophet was not himself physically 
raised to Heaven but also because 
when the same term is used by 
all Muslims in prayer, they have 
never understood this prayer to be 
a request for anything other than 
spiritual elevation and nearness to 
Allah.     

Regarding the word mutawaffa, 
which is also used in the Holy 
Qur’an 5:118 which states, “Thou 
didst cause me [Jesus] to die 
(mutawaffa)”, in Arabic parlance 
and in certain contexts, this word 

can be interpreted as meaning 
“to sleep”.  As a result, some 
commentators interpret these verses 
as stating that Jesus did not die, but 
rather, is currently unconscious and 
thus alive in Heaven.  However, 
the root of mutawaffa is tawaffa 
and, wherever tawaffa occurs in 
the Holy Qur’an, all interpreters 
have historically translated it to 
mean “death”.  Surely, where a 
term is interpreted consistently 
and universally in one manner, to 
interpret it differently only when 
it is used with reference to Jesus is 
nonsensical.  For this reason, many 
commentators like Ibn Abbas, Imam 
Malik (the founder of the Maliki 
Jurisprudential Discipline), Imam 
Bokhari (the compiler of Sahih 
Bokhari), Wahhab (the founder of 
the Wahhabi sect of Islam), Imam 
Ibn Haym, Imam Ibn Quyyum and 
Qatadah all interpreted mutawaffa 
in the context of the Holy Qur’an 
3:56 to mean “to die”.  

The discussion below based 
on the Holy Qur’an constitutes 
further support as to why the term 
mutawaffa must be interpreted to 
mean “to die” and not “to sleep”.

(2)  The Holy Qur’an 21:9 states, 
“Nor did We give them 
[the prophets] bodies that 
did not eat food, neither 
were they to live forever.”   
According to this verse, not only 
will no prophet live forever, but 
each was given a body that required 
food.  Therefore, according to 
this verse, if Jesus is still alive,  
then his body requires food to stay 
alive.  If Jesus was raised to Heaven 
while unconscious, then he would 
have been unable to feed himself 
and thus remain alive for so many 
centuries.  In response to this, 
the present-day ulema assert that  
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either Jesus awoke while in Heaven 
or was otherwise able to receive 
nourishment in order to remain 
alive.  However, this response 
contradicts the Holy Qur’an 5:76 
which states, “The Messiah, son 
of Mary, was only a Messenger; 
surely Messengers like unto him 
had passed away before him. And 
his mother was a truthful woman. 
They both used to eat food. See 
how We explain the Signs for their 
good, and see how they turn away.” 
(emphasis added).  According to 
this verse, both Jesus and his mother 
no longer eat food.  As Muslims 
believe that Mary died a natural 
death, why she no longer eats food 
is non-controversial.  However, as 
according to 21:9, Jesus possesses 
a body which requires food and, 
according to 5:76, he no longer 
eats such food, his being alive 
today after all of these centuries is 
impossible and contradictory to the 
Holy Qur’an.        

(3)  The Holy Qur’an 23:51 states, 
“And we made [Jesus] the son of 
Mary and his mother a Sign, and 
gave them refuge on an elevated 
land of green valleys (rabwah) 
and springs of running water.”  
According to this verse, both Jesus 
and his mother, Mary, took refuge 
on an elevated land of green valleys 
(rabwah).  As taking refuge means 
to find safety from danger, and 
there was never a need for Jesus 
and his mother to seek refuge prior 
to his crucifixion, all commentators 
of this verse are unanimous that 
it refers to an event that is to take 
place after the crucifixion.  Some 
commentators assert that this event 
is to take place at the time that 
Jesus physically returns as Islam’s 
Promised Messiah, and not before.  
However, this interpretation is 

contradictory to the Holy Qur’an 
because this verse explicitly refers 
to both Jesus and his mother taking 
refuge.  As we know that Mary is 
no longer alive, then this event 
can only be a reference to an event 
which took place while Mary was 
still alive.  Therefore, contrary 
to the belief of the present-day 
ulema, Jesus could not have been 
physically raised to Heaven either 
just before or during the crucifixion 
because, in accordance with this 
verse, he would have needed to 
remain on this earth in order to 
take refuge with his mother after 
the crucifixion.      

The assertions by Hadhrat Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad and the Ahmadiyya 
Jama’at that, after surviving the 
crucifixion, Jesus and his mother 
were granted refuge by Allah, and 
he later died a natural death, are 
thus in complete accord with the 
Holy Qur’an.  In their attempt to 
counter the Ahmadiyya view, the 
present-day ulema continue to insist 
that Jesus and his mother will fulfill 
23:51 but only upon Jesus’ return as 
Islam’s Promised Messiah.  Without 
citing any support from the Holy 
Qur’an and Hadith, these ulema 
assert that, when Jesus returns as 
Islam’s Promised Messiah, Mary 
is to be risen from the dead and, 
after taking refuge with her son, 
will die again.  However, such an 
assertion is blatantly contradictory 
to the Holy Qur’an 23:100-101 
which holds that no one will be 
risen from the dead until the Day 
of Resurrection.   This assertion 
regarding the resurrection of Mary 
is an example of the extraordinary 
lengths the present-day ulema will 
go in order to persist in their belief 
in the literal fulfillment of Jesus’ 
second advent and to contradict 

the more reasonable views of the 
Ahmadiyya Jama’at.         

(4)  The Holy Qur’an 3:145 
states, “And Muhammad is 
but a Messenger.   Verily, all 
Messengers have passed away 
before him.   If then he dies or is 
slain, will you turn back on your 
heels?” (emphasis added)  Some 
commentators, like Yusuf Ali, 
assert that the word “all” should be 
interpreted as “many”.  In fairness, 
while such an interpretation is 
possible, it is inconsistent with 
the ijma (consensus) of the Holy 
Prophet’s closest and most learned 
companions.  When the Holy 
Prophet passed away, Umar 
(who later became the 2nd Caliph 
of Islam) drew his sword before 
the congregation gathered in the 
mosque and threatened to kill 
anyone who dared to declare the 
Holy Prophet dead.  Despite this 
threat, in order to establish proof of 
the Holy Prophet’s death, Abu Bakr 
(who later became the 1st Caliph of 
Islam) recited aloud the Holy Qur’an 
3:145.  Upon being reminded of 
this verse, Umar confessed that he 
became so convinced of the death 
of the Holy Prophet that, according 
to his own account of this event, 
his legs gave way beneath him 
and he collapsed to the ground.8 
The only way that this verse could 
have served to be so convincing is if 
both he and Abu Bakr understood 
it to refer to “all” Messengers and 
not “many” of them.  Had Umar 
understood the verse to refer to 
“many” Messengers and not to all 
of them, then some remaining alive 
would leave open the possibility 
that the Holy Prophet also 
remained alive.  However, neither 
Umar nor any of the thousands 
of the Holy Prophet’s closest and 
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most learned companions in that 
gathering made any such assertion.  
Therefore, Abu Bakr’s recitation 
of 3:145, served to conclude the 
matter and is thus a clear indication 
of how the Holy Prophet’s closest 
and most learned companions 
interpreted and understood this 
verse.  On the basis of the first ijma 
(consensus) of the Holy Prophet’s 
ummah, the understanding of the 
Holy Prophet’s closest and most 
learned companions regarding 
3:145 was that, at the time the Holy 
Prophet passed away, “all” previous 
messengers, including Jesus, had 
passed away before him.

The above discussion has established 
that Jesus’ second advent cannot 
be fulfilled literally without 
contradicting the Holy Qur’an 
and denying its eternal truth, as 
well as without compromising the 
prestige of the Holy Prophet and 
his ummah.  The above discussion 
has also established that, according 
to the Holy Qur’an, Jesus not only 
survived crucifixion but also later 
died a natural death.  Therefore, 
the only view which maintains the 
eternal truth of and consistency 
with the Holy Qur’an and the 
prestige of the Holy Prophet and 
his ummah is that of the Ahmadiyya 
Jama’at which states that the 
fulfillment of Jesus’ second advent 
must be fulfilled by a Muslim who 
will come in the “spirit and power” 
of Jesus.  Based on the foregoing, 
the only question thus remaining 
is whether, in accordance with the 
Holy Qur’an and the Hadith, such 
a Muslim can and will, like Jesus, 
possess the status of prophethood 
and messengership.
(Endnotes)

For example, 1.	 “There is no prophet 
between me and [Jesus] . . . .  Abu Daud 
37:4310; “Beware, there will be no 

prophet or messenger between Jesus, 
son of Mary, and me.  Remember, 
he shall be my khalifa (successor) 
after me to my people.  Remember, 
he will kill the dajjal (anti-Christ), 
break the Cross, abolish the taking 
of the jizya (non-Muslim protection 
tax), as there would no longer be any 
(lawful) war.  Remember, whoever 
meets him should convey my salaam 
(greetings).” Abu Daud and Tabraani.
This latter assertion disregards all of 2.	
the Hadith which make reference to 
Jesus returning as a prophet.
In the Bible, Jesus was sent only for the 3.	
“Lost Sheep of Israel”. Matthew 1:21, 
5:17-18, 10:5-6, 13:57, 15:22-27;  Mark 
6:4; Luke 4:24; John 4:43, 10:16, 11:52; 
Acts 11:1-3, 19 (showing that Jesus’ 
disciples desired to preach exclusively 
to Jews).
Bokhari 3:34:425, 3:43:656, 1:668:490, 4.	
4:55:657, 4:55:658; Abu Daud 37:4310.
Matthew 11:14 and 17:12-13.  The 5.	
second advent of Elijah is prophesied 
in II Kings 2:11 and Malachi 4:5.  Elijah 
is described as ascending into heaven 
in a chariot and his second advent 
would precede the coming of the 
Jewish Promised Messiah.  According 
to Jesus, the second advent of Jesus 
was fulfilled by John the Baptist who 
came in Elijah’s “spirit and power”.
The present-day 6.	 ulema accuse Mirza 
Ghulam Ahmad of claiming to have 
been a reincarnation of Jesus.  Such 
an accusation is false and incorrect.  
If coming in someone’s “spirit and 
power” and possessing similar 
qualities and status to him means to 
claim reincarnation, then Jesus should 
have been accused by these ulema of 
making the same assertion regarding 
John the Baptist vis-à-vis Elijah.
The notion that Jesus survived the 7.	
crucifixion and did not die on the cross 
is also consistent with various passages 
in the Bible: 
According to Deuteronomy 21:33, 
to die on the cross is to be accursed.  
However, 1 Corinthians 12:3 states that 
Jesus was not accursed.  Therefore, 
he could not have died on the cross 
(as opposed to dying and later being 
risen).
In Matthew 12:40, Jesus stated that his 
Sign would be that of Jonah.  In Jonah 
1:17 and 2:10, Jonah entered the whale 
of a belly, remained in it unconscious, 
and emerged therefrom.  Throughout 
this event, Jonah remained alive, and 
thus never died nor was he risen.  
According to Matthew 14:36 and Luke 
22:44, Jesus prays to be spared from 
death on the cross.  According to 
Hebrews 5:7, this prayer was accepted.  
Therefore, Jesus did not die at all.  
John 19:30 states that the 
unconsciousness which resulted after 
the administration of vinegar was 
mistaken for death.
Jesus remained on the cross for either 

3 hours (John 19:14) or 6 hours (Mark 
15:33), neither of which was sufficient 
to kill a man of Jesus’ relative youth 
and health.  Indeed, in Mark 15:44, 
Pontius Pilate expressed surprise on 
the news that Jesus had died.
According to John 19:34, when Jesus’ 
side was pierced, blood rushed out 
indicating he was alive.  A corpse’s 
blood does not rush.  
According to Mark 15:46, Jesus was 
not buried, but rather, was laid in a 
rock chamber.  According to Luke 24:2, 
when the site was visited on the third 
day, the stone covering the mouth of 
the chamber had been removed.  Had 
a supernatural rising taken place, no 
need would have existed for the stone 
to be moved.  
According to Luke 24:39-40 and John 
20:27, after the crucifixion, Jesus met 
his disciples and showed them his 
wounds in order to assure them that he 
was not a spirit but a man of flesh.
According to John 21:5-13 and Luke 
24:41-43, after the crucifixion, Jesus 
felt hungry and ate food with his 
disciples.  
According to Luke 24:13-18, after 
the crucifixion, feeling unsafe, Jesus 
travelled in disguise.  Had he defeated 
and supernaturally risen from death, 
he would have had no need to feel 
unsafe.  Rather, he would have been 
openly proclaiming this miracle.  
However, if he had escaped execution 
and the wrath of his enemies, then he 
would have had cause to desire safety 
and to travel in disguise.  
According to John 20:9 and Luke 24:11, 
the notion that Jesus was “resurrected” 
was alien to Jesus’ disciples and taken 
as an idle tale.
According to John 10:16 and 21:16, 
referring to the people of Israel as 
“sheep”, Jesus stated that he had to 
leave in order to communicate his 
message to “other sheep I have which 
are not of this fold: Them also I must 
bring and they shall hear my voice.”  
In other words, Jesus was to travel 
beyond Palestine in order to convey his 
message to “other sheep”.
As the Sunni Muslim majority believes 
that Jesus was either risen to Heaven 
directly from the cross or just prior 
to the crucifixion, they necessarily 
deny any and all references in the 
Bible pertaining to Jesus after the 
crucifixion.  

8.    “By God, when I heard Abu Bakr recite
those words I was so dumbfounded 
that my legs would not bear me and 
I fell to the ground knowing that the 
[Holy Prophet] was indeed dead.”  
Karen Armstrong, Muhammad: A 
Biography of the Prophet  (1992) p. 257.  
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Khilafat According to the  
Writings of the Promised Messiahas

Lal Khan Malik, Amir of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at Canada

The following paper was delivered 
by the author on June 27, 2008 on 
the occasion of the 32nd Jalsa Salana 
Canada.

Allah has promised to those among 
you who believe and do good 
works that He will surely make 
them Successors in the earth, as He 
made Successors from among those 
who were before them; and that 
He will Surely establish for them 
their religion which He has chosen 
for them; and that He will surely 
give them in exchange security 
and peace after their fear: They 
will worship Me, and they will not 
associate anything with Me. Then 
whoso is ungrateful after that, they 
will be the rebellious.	(Holy Qur’an 
24:56)

Brothers and sisters, the topic of my 
speech is “Khilafat According to the 
Writings of the Promised Messiahas.  
The writings of the Promised 
Messiahas provide beautiful 
explanations of the treasures of the 
Holy Qur’an and the sayings of 
the Holy Prophetsa.  The Promised 
Messiahas wrote:

“The spring of knowledge, 
gushing forth from my pen, is 
only a drop out of the ocean 
of the excellences of the Holy 
Prophet Muhammadsa.”

From the verse of the Holy Qur’an 
recited above, we learn that the 
establishment of Khilafat among 
the righteous servants of Allah is 
a promise, not a prophecy.  This 
promise is subject to two conditions; 
faith and appropriate conduct. 
Khalifat is appointed by Allah. 
Allah gives stability and glory 
to religion through Khilafat and 
grants security and peace through 
Khilafat.

According to the Promised Messiahas, 
“A Khalifa is a successor to revive 
religion.  Those individuals who 
dispel the darkness which prevails 
after the demise of prophets are 
called Khulafaa’ ”.1 

Two Types of Khulafaa’
The Holy Qur’an mentions two 
types of Khulafaa’.  The first type of 
Khalifa is known as “Khalifatullah”. 
This type of Khalifa is a prophet of 
Allah. The second type of Khalifa is 
known as “Khalifatun Nabi” and is 
the type of Khalifa which succeeds 
a prophet of Allah.  For purposes of 
this speech, I shall be speaking of 
the second type of Khalifa.  

Regarding the second type of 
Khalifa, the Promised Messiahas 
wrote:

“Theologians have written 
that whenever an individual 

is about to become a Khalifa 
succeeding a sheikh, prophet 
or a messenger, Allah puts 
eternal truth in his heart.  The 
death of a prophet or a saint 
brings a tremor in the world.  
Such a time is too volatile and 
dangerous. But Allah replaces it 
by appointing a Khalifa.  Thus 
stability and reformation is put 
in place yet again through this 
act.  It was the same reason why 
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa 
did not appoint any one as his 
successor.  He had complete 
knowledge of the fact that Allah 
Himself would appoint His 
Khalifa.  He knew that this is 
Allah’s responsibility and there 
cannot be a flaw in any of His 
acts.”2

The Khalifa is  
Supported by Allah

A Khalifa is the beloved of Allah 
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and is ever victorious.  Hadhrat 
Aishara once recalled that when 
her father, Hadhrat Abu Bakrra, 
was appointed as the Khalifa, it so 
happened that he had to face the 
evil plans of some Arab tribes and 
great opposition.  History bears 
witness that Hadrat Abu Bakrra was 
victorious against all such odds.  
Regarding this phenomenon, the 
Promised Messiahas wrote: 

“But, it is the law of nature, 
established by Allah that 
whenever an individual is 
appointed as Khalifa, after the 
death of a prophet of Allah, he 
is blessed with bravery, courage, 
strength and wisdom by Allah.  
His heart is blown into with the 
spirit of strength.”3

The mission of Allah’s prophets is 
destined to succeed.  Therefore, 
Allah the Almighty guides and 
helps the prophets and enables 
them to carry out their mission 
which continues after their death 
through their Khulafaa’.  According 
to the Promised Messiahas: 

“This is the Way of God. 
And ever since He created 
man on earth He has always 
been demonstrating this 
Divine practice. He helps His 
Prophets and Messengers 
and grants them success and  
predominance, as He says: 
“Allah has decreed: ’Most 
surely I will prevail, I and 
My Messengers.’ Verily, 
Allah is Powerful, Mighty.” 
(Holy Qur’an 58:22).  And by 
predominance it is meant that 
as Messengersas and Prophets 
desire that God’s Hujjat  i.e. His 
Will is established in the world 
and no one is able to oppose it.  
So, in turn, God establishes their 

truthfulness, with powerful 
signs, their truthfulness as well 
as the truth they wish to spread 
in the world.  He lets them sow 
the seed of it [the truth], but 
He does not let it come to full 
fruition at their hands. Rather 
He causes them to die at such 
time as apparently forebodes 
a kind of failure and thereby 
provides an opportunity for 
the opponents to laugh at, 
ridicule, taunt, and reproach 
the Prophets.  And, after they 
have had their fill of ridicule 
and reproach, He reveals yet 
another dimension of His 
Might and creates such means 
by which the objectives which 
had, to some extent, remained 
incomplete are fully realized.”4 

The Promised Messiah’sas Will
When the Promised Messiahas 
received revelations from Allah the 
Almighty regarding his impending 
death, he became concerned 
regarding certain matters relating 
to the tarbiyyat (religious training) 
of his Jama’at.  To address these 
concerns, he wrote a book which he 
entitled Al-Wasiyyat (the Will).  In 
this Will, the Promised Messiahas 
explained that the Jama’at would 
witness the advent of Khilafat 
after his death and that would  
remain with the Jama’at forever.  
In describing the future of advent 
of the Khilafat that was to succeed 
him, the Promised Messiahas wrote:

“So Dear friends! Since it is 
the way of Allah, from time 
immemorial, that God Almighty 
shows two Manifestations of 
His Power so that the two false 
joys of the opponents be put to 
an end.  It is not possible now 
that God should relinquish 

His Sunnah.  So do not grieve 
over what I have said to you; 
nor should your hearts be 
distressed; for it is essential 
for you to witness the Second 
Manifestation of Allah’s Power 
(Qudrat-e-Thania) also, and its 
coming is better for you because 
it is everlasting, the continuity of 
which will not end till the Day 
of Judgment.  And that Second 
Manifestation of Allah’s Power 
cannot come unless I depart.  But 
when I depart, God will send 
that Second Manifestation for 
you -- the Manifestation which 
shall always stay with you just 
as promised by God in Brahin-
e-Ahmadiyya.  And this promise 
is not for my person. Rather the 
promise is with reference to you, 
as God [addressing me] says: ‘I 
shall make this Jama‘at, who 
are your followers, prevail over 
others till the Day of Judgment. 
Thus, it is inevitable that you 
see the day of my departure, 
so that after that day, the day 
comes, which is the day of ever-
lasting promise. Our God is He, 
Who keeps His promise and 
is Faithful and is the Truthful 
God.  He shall show you all that 
He has promised.’”5

World-wide Dominance of 
Islam through Khilafat: In his 
book Tadhkira-tush-Shahadatain 
(1903), the Promised Messiahas 
gave glad tidings of the eventual 
worldwide dominance of Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat.  He wrote as follows:  
“O ye people, hearken to my call! 
Remember that this is a prophecy 
from Him Who created the earth 
and the heaven. He will cause this, 
His Own Movement, to spread 
in all countries and shall cause 
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them to triumph over all others 
through reasoning and argument. 
The days are approaching, nay 
they are near at hand, when only 
this religion shall be spoken of 
with honor and respect. God 
shall grant this Religion and this 
Movement His choicest blessings 
and unprecedented success and 
frustrate the designs of all those 
who seek to destroy them and shall 
perpetuate their ascendancy till the 
time the world comes to its end. . . 
.   Remember very well that no one 
will descend from heaven.  All our 
opponents, who live today, shall 
die and none of them shall ever see 
Jesus, son of Mary, coming down 
from heaven.  Then their children 
that are left after them shall also die 
and none from among them shall 
ever see Jesus, son of Mary, coming 
down from heaven.  And, then their 
third generation shall also die and 
they too shall not see the son of 
Mary coming down. . . .   Then God 
shall cause great anxiety in their 
hearts that the Son of Mary has not 
yet come down. Then in dismay, the 
wise among them shall leave this 
belief, and three centuries from now 
shall not have passed when those, 
who await the coming of Jesus son 
of Mary, whether they be Muslims 
or Christians, shall relinquish 
altogether this conception. Then 
shall prevail only one Religion over 
the whole world and there shall be 
only one religious Guide. I came 
only to sow the seed which has 
been planted by my hand.  It shall 
now grow and flourish and there is 
none who can hinder it.”6

Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya and  
Khilafat-e-Rashida

As a full century of Khilafat-e-
Ahmadiyya has now passed and 
shall continue to thrive, while the 

Khilafat-e-Rashida lost only 30 
years, some ask whether Khilafat-e-
Ahmadiyya is superior to Khilafat-e-
Rashida?  However, such a question 
is based on the false premise that the 
Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya is separate 
and distinct from the Khilafat of 
the Holy Prophetsa.  The Promised 
Messiahas explained as follows:  

“One who differentiates 
 between me and the Holy 
Prophet, peace and blessings 
of Allah be upon him, has not 
understood me at all.”7

Further, commenting on the 
Holy Qur’an 24:56, the Promised 
Messiahas wrote:  

“If someone looks at the verses 
carefully, he would easily 
understand that God promises ever-
lasting Khilafat for this Ummah. 
If ever-lasting Khilafat was not 
intended, what was the purpose 
of referring to the Khulafaa’ of 
Mosaic Law? If Khilafat-e-Rashida 
ended after 30 years for ever, then 
it follows that God did not desire at 
all to keep the doors of His mercy 
open for ever, because death of 
Spiritual movement means death 
of that religion . . . therefore, God 
willed to establish Khilafat for the 
same reason so that the world is 
never deprived of the blessings 
of Khilafat. Therefore, he, who 
believes that Khilafat lasted only 
for 30 years is naïve to ignore the 
purpose of Khilafat.”8

Another question that has been 
raised recently is whether there 
should be an administrative Khalifa 
to take care of the organizational 
matters of the Jama’at while 
another spiritual Khalifa to provide  
spiritual guidance to the  
community. However, such a 
question is sheer nonsense.  Is 

Allah not capable of providing 
administrative capabilities to a 
spiritual Khalifa and vice versa?  

Some would like us to believe that 
the Promised Messiahas did not 
envisage a Khalifa after him and that 
he had desired that a committee or 
anjuman should guide and conduct 
the administrative affairs of the 
community.  However, such people 
grossly disregard the consensus 
of the whole community taken 
on May 27, 1908.  With reference 
to the Promised Messiah’sas Al-
Wasiyyat, this consensus resulted 
in the appointment of Hadhrat 
Maulvi Nooruddinra as the first 
Khalifatul Masih.  In Al-Wasiyyat, 
the Promised Messiahas referred 
to when the Jews and Christians 
appointed the first Khalifas after 
the Hadhrat Musaas and Hadhrat 
Isaas, as well as to when the Ummah 
appointed Hadhrat Abu Bakrra.  
The decision of the Jama’at was 
to appoint a Khalifa in exactly 
the manner that the Ummah had 
appointed Hadhrat Abu Bakrra in 
exact accordance with the Promised 
Messiah’sas prophecy and with the 
words of the Holy Qur’an which 
state:

“He will surely make them 
Successors in the earth, as He 
made Successors from among 
those who were before them.” 
(Holy Qur’an 24:56)

Proof of Allah’s Support 
Khilafat-e- Ahmadiyya has 
completed its first 100 years. The 
history of this Khilafat during this 
century provides ample evidence of 
the continuous support of Allah.  At 
every step, the Khalifa of the time 
was guided and helped by Allah, 
and succeeded against all odds. By 
contrast, what is the state of our 
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Ghair Muba’ieen friends who have 
forsaken the blessing of Khilafat? 
Do they receive the same support 
from Allah.  Nay, the support of 
Allah has been granted solely to the 
Khulafaa’-e-Ahmadiyya.

I invite my Ghair Muba’ieen friends 
to ponder the following words of 
the Promised Messiahas:

“Come here people, the light of 
Allah, which you are missing, 
you shall find it here!”

Prophecy of the Dominance of 
Islam and Our Responsibilities:
Dear brothers and sisters, the 
prophecy of the Promised Messiahas 
regarding the future victory of 
Islam and Ahmadiyyat is to be 
brought about through the Khilafat-
e-Ahmadiyya’. Therefore, today we 
should pledge that not only we, also 
our future generations, will tread 
the path of loyalty and attachment 
to Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya’, and 
will always strive to support and 
strengthen this blessed institution.  
Obedience to the Khalifa of the time, 
as well as our love and dedication 
to him shall be forever engraved on 
our hearts.  It is our duty to convert 
our passion into practice and  
devote all our energies to the 
propagation of Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat.  The secret of all our 
successes lies in our prayers for 
and our attachment to Khilafat-e-
Ahmadiyya.

The Promised Messiahas stated:  
“My dear People!  This is the 
time for serving the cause of the 
religion you claim to profess.  
Realize the value of this rare 
opportunity, for if you let it 
slip, it will not offer itself to 
you a second time.  Being the 
followers of such a great and 
exalted prophet why do you 
lose heart?  Be firm of faith, 
and set an example that even 
the angels in heaven should 
wonder at your strength and 
steadfastness, and should pray 
for blessings on you.”9 

Our  Lord! accept our humble 
prayers and enable us to offer all 
those sacrifices that attract Your 
mercy so that the day of universal 
acceptance of Islam and Ahmadiyyat 
draws nearer and when there will 
only be one book, the Holy Qur’an, 
and one Prophet, the Holy Prophet 
Muhammadsa.  O Our Lord, make 
this happen. Amen!

A Grand Covenant 
On the occasion of the Centenary 
Khilafat Ahmadiyya Jubilee 
Celebrations, Hadhrat Khalifatul 
Masih V (aa) took a pledge from 
us in Allah’s name.  The taking 
of this pledge constituted an 
historical moment whereby the 
Khalifa of the time stood before 
all the Ahmadis who were present 
in front before him as well as the 

tens of millions watching on MTA 
International and took a pledge of 
enormous proportions.  This pledge 
demonstrated, once again, that the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
is the only community whose 
members believe that the purpose 
of their lives is to propagate the 
message of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammadsa to the corners of the 
earth and that the Khalifa of the time 
Amir-ul-Momineen (Commander 
of the Faithful) of the Ummah of 
the Holy Prophet Muhammadsa.  
Dear members of the Jama’at, this 
pledge challenges us to put our 
convictions into action.  Please 
read and ponder over this pledge 
and have all of the members of 
your family do the same.  Talk to 
your friends about it as well as the 
other members of the Jama`at, and 
think about the ways and means to 
engage in the propagation of Islam. 
Whatever is in our hearts should 
be manifested through our actions.  
May Allah enable us to fulfill the 
pledge which we made to the 
Khalifa of the time.  Amin! 
(Endnotes)
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The Press & Media Relations 
Group of the Ahmadiyya Muslim 
Jama’at Canada was established to 
promote the message of Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat in accordance with the 
mission of Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam 
Ahmad (as), the Promised Messiah 
and Mahdi.  The Press & Media 
Relations Group operates under the 
Department of Tabligh.  

The members of the Press & Media 
Group are:

S.A. Farhan Khokhar•	

Mumtaz A.I. Butt•	

M. Nadeem A. Siddiq•	

During 2008 following major events 
were covered by the Group:

March 2008: 

In March, two press releases were 
issued through Canada Newswire 
to publicize the commemoration 
of 2008 as the Khilafat Centenary 
Year and of Hadhrat Masih Ma`ud 
Day. The press releases outlined the 
importance and sanctity of these 
events.  

April 2008: 

In April, a press release was issued 
to publicize and raise awareness 
of the persecution of Ahmadis in 
Indonesia.  This press release was 
picked up by various news sources 

(e.g., BBC, Reuters, AP, etc.) and 
given coverage.  This press release 
assisted in the diplomatic corps and 
various non-governmental human 
rights organizations taking notice 
of the Indonesian persecution and 
they spoke out against it.  

May 2008:  

In May, numerous press releases 
were issued to publicize the Khilafat 
Centenary celebrations taking 
place in Canada and throughout 
the world.  These press releases 
resulted in receiving extensive 
media coverage, including by 
the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation (CBC).  On May 27, a 
CBC crew arrived at Baitul Islam 
at 3:00 am to cover the momentous 
Tahajud prayers and their coverage 
continued throughout the historic 
day.  Media coverage was also 
received of celebrations taking 
place in Edmonton, Vancouver, 
Saskatoon and elsewhere.  

Press releases were also issued to 
publicize the recognition of the 
Khilafat Centenary by provincial 
legislatures in Canada, including 
the Ontario and Saskatchewan 
Legislature.

June 2008: 
A press release was issued to 
publicize the commemoration of the 

Khilafat Centenary by the Alberta 
Legislature.  

A press release was issued in  
order to provide awareness of 
the expulsion of Ahmadi medical 
students in Faislabad, Pakistan.  
This press release was picked up 
and covered by more than 15 web-
based news services with readership 
across North America.  

A number of press releases were 
issued to publicize the Khilafat 
Banquet held on June 25 at the 
Markham Hilton and presided by 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih (ab).   
Over 700 guests consisting of 
members of federal and provincial 
legislatures, media, academia, 
professions and religious 
organizations attended this event.  
An information package was 
distributed to the members of 
the media.  The event, including 

Tabligh Department  
Press & Media Relations Group

Tabligh Department Press & Media Relations Group
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Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih’s address, 
received television coverage by 
the Asian Television Network 
(ATN) and OMNI News.  Print 
coverage was received by ethnic 
newspapers.

A number of press releases were 
issued to publicize the 32nd Jalsa 
Salana Canada.  Each press release 
highlighted the significance 
of the Khilafat Centenary and 
provided information regarding 
the programme and the committed 
special guest attendees.  Press 
releases were also issued throughout 
the days of the Jalsa Salana reviewing 
the days’ proceedings and looking 
ahead to the following days’ 
programme.  These press releases 
have proven to be highly effective 
in soliciting strong media attention 
and coverage.  The presence of 
Hadhrat Khalifatul Masih (ab) was 
the special blessing inspiring the 
effectiveness and success of these 
press releases.  For example, the Jalsa 
Salana was given highly favourable 
coverage by the Mississauga News 
(headline: “20,000 expected to turn 
out for Ahmadi Muslim leader”) 
and the Toronto Sun.  In total, 5 
major GTA newspapers consisting 
of a readership of over 2.5 million 
covered the event.  In addition, 6 
television stations, namely, CityTV, 
OMNI, ATN, Rogers Community, 

Shaw Community, and Soul 

(webTV) consisting of a viewership 
of over 1 million, sent crews to obtain 
film footage of the proceedings both 
for news coverage and for usage in 
documentary films.  The CityTV 
caption was “Mississauga Muslim 
Convention Draws Thousands”.

The coverage received through web 
media represented a breakthrough.  
Jalsa Salana news coverage linking 
and posting the Jama’at’s press 
releases was provided by the 
following:

World News Network: source •	
of news distribution to over 400 
media outlets around the world 
in 47 languages; 
News Surfwax: a news •	
accumulator source covering 
around 56,000 topics from 42 
different news sources/outlets; 
UClue: a research and general •	
news service; 
Fwicki: a relatively new and •	
upcoming RSS Customized 
Media Portal; 
Truveo: a video clip search •	
engine which has a huge 
collection of Jama`at video 
clips; 
Macro World Investor:  •	
Economic and General news 
repository; 
Muslim News: all news clips •	
from around the Muslim 
world. 

July 2008: 

Three press releases were issued 
using 7 Newswires around the 
whole of North America, Europe 
and South-East Asia/Far East in 
order to publicize the inauguration 
of the Baitun Nur Mosque. 

In Canada, all the major print 
media companies including the 
Globe and Mail, Calgary Herald, 
Vancouver Sun, National Post, 
Edmonton Journal, Calgary Sun, 
Metro (Toronto & Calgary), London 
Free Press, Abbotsford News, 
Embassy Magazine, Macleans, 
Ottawa Citizen, Guelph and 
Mercury, and a few ethnic papers 
(with a total readership of over 4 
million and representing Ontario, 
Quebec, Alberta, Newfoundland, 
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia 
and British Columbia) provided 
extensive coverage of the event. 
Some headlines were:

Country’s largest mosque opens in 
Calgary (Globe & Mail)

JAMES STEVENSON, 
CANADIAN PRESS, JULY 5, 2008 
AT 11:04 PM EDT  

Wednesday, July 02, 2008 

Largest Mosque in Canada 
Opening in Calgary: A Stunning 
Architectural Landmark to Be a 
Symbol of Peace (Fox News)

News Calgary & Alberta 

Calgary’s $15M not-so-little 
mosque on the prairie -- the 
largest of its kind in Canada -- 
will officially open July 5 (Calgary 
Sun)

Culture Diplomatic Circles 
Committees Ottawa Listings 

PM Stirs Debate By Cozying Up to 
Moderate Muslims

Interview with James Laxer Titans 
Tabligh Department Press & Media Relations Group
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of the 20th Century: Trudeau, 
Castro, and the Cold War

(Embassy – Canada’s Forign Policy 
Newsweekly)

Canadian television news coverage 
of the Baitun Nur Mosque 
inauguration was provided by 
9 mainstream TV stations (CBC, 
CTV, CityTV, ATN, Shaw) with 
a viewership of over 3.1 million, 
as well as 9 Radio stations (CBC-
National, CBC French, CFRA-
580AM, 660AM, CKFM etc.) with 
a listnership of around 2.3 million.  
These media outlets sent crews 
which were physically present 
throughout the two-day event.  

The Baitun Nur inauguration 
received extensive news coverage in 
Australia, Belgium, Germany, New 
Zealand, India, Pakistan, Italy, the 
United Kingdom, the United States 
of America and several countries in 
the Middle East.  Some of the major 
news websites, which covered the 
inauguration news, include Reuters, 
Fox News, Forbes, Associated 
Press, PR Newswire, USA Today, 
Washington Post, Canadian Press, 
Globe and Mail, Wall Street Journal, 
Canoe (largest network in Canada) 
Canada.com, Yahoo News, Google 
News, MSNBC, AOL, Radio 
Canada International, CBC News, 
Al Arabiya News channel, Bega 
News Press (Belgium), IT News 
(Italy), Hindustan Times,  India 
Dose, Sympatico MSN, RTR London 
(UK), PR – Web USA, Canadian 
Business, Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation, City TV, CKNW, 
Indian Business Times, PMO, PR 
USA-Net, International Business 
News.

By the Grace of Allah, international 
web media coverage of the Baitun 
Nur Mosque was received from over 

130 internet-based media outlets in 
9 countries.  The vast majority of this 
coverage relied extensively on the 
press releases issued by Jama’at.

August 2008: 

A press release was issued in order 
to raise awareness of and educate 
the Canadian public regarding the 
significance and message of the 
month of Ramadhan and fasting.

September 2008: 

Through a network of 48 major 
media outlets, a press release was 
issued in order to raise awareness 
of and educate the Canadian public 
regarding the significance and 
meaning of Eidul Fitr.  This press 
release attracted Mississauga News 
to provide coverage of the Eidul 
Fitr prayers.  This exposure also led 
to an interview for purposes of a 
radio programme. 

December 2008:  

Press releases were issued to 
publicize the commemoration of (1) 
the Haj (pilgrimage), Eidul Adha 
and Islamic philosophy of sacrifice, 
(2) the Humanity First Canada 
Annual Fundraising Banquet’s, and 
(3) the Humanity First Canada “Feed 
the Poor” Drive.  Many members of 
the media were in attendance at the 
Humanity First Canada Banquet 
and the “Feed the Poor” drive, and 
received press coverage from the 
Toronto Sun, CityTV and CBC.  

In addition to the foregoing, the 
Press & Media Relations Group 
provided support to the local 
Jama’ats with regard to promoting 
and publicizing their local programs 
and tabligh events where and when 
required.  

Assistance for Tabligh Events

Tabligh Department held 140 
Interfaith and Focus on Islam 
events across Canada and Alaska 
(USA). Over 40 interfaith  events 
were carried by media carried by 
28 radio stations, 64 newspapers, 
18 television stations, and 40  
web-based news sites. This 
coverage was in Alberta, British 
Columbia, Ontario, Quebec, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Yukon, 
Northwest Territories, Nova Scotia, 
Newfoundland and Alaska (USA).

Tabligh Department Press & Media Relations Group

Members of the Jama`at who 
are interesting in writing 

articles which advance the 
cause of Islam, its propagation 

and/or its response to 
contemporary issues are 

humbly and kindly requested 
to please contact the  

Press and Media Relations  
Group by emailing  

AMJMedia@ahmadiyya.ca.

Media Source Number
Press Releases Issued 22
TV Stations 35
Radio Stations 40
News Papers 88
Websites 190
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Diversity, multiculturalism and 
acceptance are a lingering theme 
within any interfaith circle. As 
the Canadian mosaic continues to 
grow, it is becoming incumbent 
on both private and public sectors 
to better understand cultural and 
religious practices with respect to 
how they impact the workplace.  
Similarly, school systems are 
being challenged, as educators try 
to impart academic expectations 
while also acknowledging diversity 
of the student body.  The average 
classroom is rich with a vast 
spectrum of culture, religion and 
race.  This is especially evident with 
the acknowledgment of various 
religious holidays, ceremonies and 
other special celebrations.  

In interfaith forums, diversity, 
multiculturalism and acceptance 
are the primary themes.  Secondary 
schools began offering ‘World 
Religions’ courses in order to 
cultivate interfaith, intercultural 
and interracial education and 
understanding.  As a means of 
exposing students to the content 
being taught in-class, schools have 
incorporated visits to various places 
of worship.  These visits provide 
students with an opportunity 
most would never normally have 
allowing students and educators 

direct exposure to faith adherents 
that they would not otherwise 
meet and have an opportunity 
to speak with.  Such interactions 
provide a safe and welcoming 
environment to ask questions and 
clear misconceptions.

In assisting this initiative, the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama`at 
Canada has been active in 
welcoming students and educators 
fulfill their noble mandate.  Since 
its inauguration in 1992, thousands 
of students have visited the Baitul 
Islam Mosque and received 
unprecedented exposure to the true 
and peaceful teachings of Islam and 
Ahmadiyyat.  By touring the Baitul 
Islam Mosque and engaging in an 
interactive presentation on a range 
of topics, students and teachers are 
afforded a privileged and in-depth 
glimpse into the life of an Ahmadi 
Muslim.  

A dedicated team under  
Department of Tabligh have 
received specialized training to 
deliver an approved interactive 
presentation covering a number of 
topics, including: 

Ahmadiyya Sect; Celebrations and 
Holidays; 

Common Myths and •	
Misconceptions; 

Hijab and Veiling; •	
The Holy Prophet Muhammad •	
(sa) and other Messengers; 
Interfaith Perspectives; •	
Islamic Dietary Considerations; •	
Jihad; •	
Purpose of a Mosque & •	
Etiquettes; 
The “ABC’s” of Islam; •	
Respect for the Body: What does •	
Islam say?; 
Role of Men and Women within •	
Islam; 
Sects in Islam; •	
Shariah law; •	
The Holy Quran; •	
Women in Islam.•	

Tours of Baitul Islam have been 
occurring for a number of years. Each 
year the presentations become greater 
success due to the individualization 
of presentations and feedback from 
schools which help improve content 
of the presentations.  Numbers of 
tours is increasing each year and a 
similar format has been rolled out in 
Baitun Nur mosque (Calgary) to serve 
local schools, community groups and 
religious organizations.  Subsequently, 
school are also requesting speakers to 
visit them from the Jama`at, allowing 
the message of Islam and Ahmadiyyat 
to reach a greater audience. Tours can 
also be booked online http://www.
islamevents.ca/tour/booking

Bait-ul-Islam Mosque Tours
Compiled by Tanya Khan

Bait-ul-Islam Mosque Tours
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Visitor Data 
(January – December 2008)

Number of visiting Schools 
(Elementary/Secondary): 

23
Total Number of  
Visiting Students:

1655
Total Number of  
Visiting School Staff:

85-90
Number of Visiting  
Non-Educational Institutions:

3
Total Number of Visitors:

55
Logistics of Conducting the 

Mosque Tour

Meet and greet visitors on 1.	
the south side of the mosque 
(parking lot)
Gather visitors at the base of 2.	
front entrance staircase and 
discuss architectural aspects of 
mosque (dome, minaret, etc.)
Enter mosque through men’s 3.	
entrance, congregate in 
hallway and explain purpose 
of mosque to worshippers 
and community, purpose of 
ablution rooms and need to 
remove shoes before entering 
prayer hall.  Prior to entering 
prayer hall guide visitors with 
a couple of questions:  ‘What 
do you notice about the prayer 
hall immediately?’ ‘What don’t 
you notice that you might have 
expected?’ ‘How is this place 
of worship similar/different 
to other places of worship you 
have visited?’
Walk visitors through men’s 4.	
prayer hall then down staircase 
to ladies prayer hall.  (By going 
through the staircase the group 
avoids putting on their shoes 
and then removing them again, 

a few moments later.)
Deliver interactive presentation 5.	
across themes pre-selected by 
organizers.  Depending on tour 
time, presentations usually last 
for 25-30 minutes with a 10-15 
minute question and answer 
period.  Presenters gauge 
the degree of knowledge of 
the group to guide the depth 
and intensity of information 
provided.
Refreshments are then offered 6.	
to students as they collect shoes 
and exit mosque via South 
doors.

Extra Notes:  

Islam: Religion of Peace pamphlets 
are distributed to students or 
provided to staff organizers for 
future reference.  

Chairs are NOT set up as school 
organizers expressed the importance 
for students to ‘experience’ or ‘feel’ 
how the average worshipper does 
when attending congregation 
prayers.

Testimonials from Visitors

“Having visited the Ahmadiyya 
Mosque, I found the experience 
to be very enlightening. There 
are so many misconceptions 
about everything in life, 
especially the religion of Islam 
and its followers.  Meeting the 
presenters of the Ahmadiyya 
Community totally changed my 
perspective. By putting a face to 
a stereotype, my misconceptions 
diminished. What’s more is that 
the Ahmadiyya Community 
went above and beyond 
my expectations. The warm 
welcome and friendliness they 
showed me as I entered their 
place of worship, put me at ease 
and gave me positive hopes 

for the tour. The tour itself 
was put together so well - an 
interactive dialogue followed 
an informative slide show, 
explaining what Islam is; its 
practices, rituals, beliefs, etc. 
The presenters were so open that 
they even addressed how their 
religion is viewed in the media, 
and offered their personal 
views to clarify misconceptions. 
Something I learned through 
my visit that was very powerful 
for me is that people are people, 
no matter where you go, or what 
religion you explore. There will 
always be good and true people 
who live from the heart, and 
there will always be people who 
blow things out of proportion, 
exaggerate, take things out of 
context, and use things/people 
for their own personal benefit. 
When it comes to Islam, the 
media has focussed ONLY on 
these negative types of people, 
therefore not representing 
the full truth of Islam. I think 
we are all on a journey of 
growth, and what is important 
is keeping an open mind and 
investigating for one’s self what 
people/places/things/religions 
etc. are really like. Visiting the 
Ahmadiyya Mosque was a part 
of that investigation for me, and 
I can say with pleasure that the 
experience enhanced who I am 
as a person by confronting many 
of the misconceptions about this 
faith and its followers.”

 - Holly Adie - Programme Facilitator

“Many thanks for allowing our 
students to visit your mosque.  I 
am certain that they will benefit 
greatly from the presentation 
which they have received and 
from the experience of being in 

Bait-ul-Islam Mosque Tours
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an actual mosque and viewing 
its many distinct and diverse 
features.  For many of our 
students this will be their first 
occasion for such a visit and I 
believe it will create a lasting 
and important memory for 
them.  Thanks again for your 
hospitality!”

Rob DiZio – Religion Department 
Head of Senator O’Connor College 

School

“On behalf of the Mary Ward 
students and staff we would 
like to graciously thank you for 
accepting us humbly into your 
home of worship.  Peace be to 
you.”

Religion’s Teacher – Mary Ward 
Catholic Secondary Schooll

Baitul Islam Mosque Tour 
Presenters and Organizers

Those who conducted the Baitul 
Islam Mosque tours are as follows:

Lal Khan Malik (Respected Amir), 
Maulana Naseem Mahdi (Respected 
Missionary Incharge & Naib Amir 
I), Aslam Daud,. Tanya Khan, 
Hana Malik, Fareeha Hamid, Shafi 
Khalifa , Sehar Mahmood , Saira 
Chaudhry , Saira Malik , Nazia 

Khursid, Maliha Shahid Sahiba, 
Arifa Lubna Sahiba, Sa’adia Mahdi 
Sahiba and many more.

Special thanks to Respected 
Amir Sahib, Lal Khan Malik, 
personally conducted many tours 
and facilitated questions and 
answer sessions, primarily for  
organizations looking to better 
understand Islam and the impact 
it may have on their professions.  
Also, Respected Amir Sahib, 
attended to a group of York Region 
Catholic Teachers who were seeking 
advice and direction to better  
accommodate Muslim student 
populations within their schools.  

Additional support was received 
from the Mission House staff, 
specifically, Col. Dildar Ahmed 
Sahib, who was instrumental 
in organizing the tours and 
coordinating the various 
departments to prepare for visitors.  
The Dhiyafat Departments, led 
by Nasir Khan Sahib, provided 
hospitality for up to 150 visitors per 
tour session.

By the grace of Allah, the hard 
work of many other volunteers 
also contributed to the tremendous 
success of these tours.  May Allah 

accept their humble efforts and 
bless them immensely. 

How to Book a Mosque Tour:

To book a tour on-line visit:

http://www.islamevents.ca/tour/
booking

Bait-ul-Islam Mosque Tours

Continued from page 15... 
I agree that whether the  
Ahmadiyya viewpoint is the 
dominant view of historical 
scholarship is not determinative  
of its truth.  However, it does 
address the accusation of today’s 
mullahs that the Ahmadiyya 
interpretation is inconsistent with 
ulema opinion, something which 
they revel in repeating, and thus 
an aberration.  It also underscores 
the degree and extent to which the 
mullahs of today have strayed from 
the right path and seek to mislead 
the ummah as prophesied by the 
Holy Prophet (sa).

Again, Jazak Allah for your much 
appreciated letter and very kind 
words. Wasalaam,

M. Nadeem Ahmad Siddiq
English Editor

Students visit Baitul Islam Mosque
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Putting Humanity First
Dr. Munaza Khan

Consider a surgeon who is also a 
grandfather, a university graduate 
with a major in information 
technology, and a taxicab driver 
who immigrated to Canada a 
decade ago. What do all three of 
these people have in common? 
They all share a sense of dedication, 
and a common value known as 
humanitarianism. All three of 
them, along with hundreds of 
others, exercise human compassion 
by volunteering for Humanity  
First Canada, a registered Canadian 
charity that operates a food bank 
and provides humanitarian  
services in the Greater Toronto Area 
(GTA).

Humanity First Canada responds to 
people in need and to emergencies, 

both at home and abroad.  Since 
1994, it has been engaged in 
human development projects and  
providing disaster-relief.  Through 
numerous programs, Humanity 
First Canada provides a continuum 
of services that promote human 
values and a higher quality of 
life through education and direct 
services, many of which are carried 
out in under-developed countries.  
Affiliates of Humanity First  
Canada are fond in 29 countries. 

Feed a Family Program

Since 2006, thousands of families 
living in the GTA have benefited 
from Humanity First Canada’s is the 
“Feed a Family” Food Bank.  Unlike 
most food banks, this program 
oversees the delivery of food right to 

the doorsteps of those who are both 
needy and disabled.  The recipients 
are physically unable to travel to 
the food bank either due to their 
disability or their lack of available 
transport.  In addition to sacrificing 
their personal time, volunteers of 
Humanity First Canada incur their 
own travel expenses, including 
the cost of gas. This aspect of the 
volunteer ethic makes Humanity 
First Canada truly unique and 
exemplary.  

Many of the recipients are victims 
of abuse, do not possess adequate 
living facilities, bed-ridden patients 
and disabled as well as senior 
citizens or poor students.  All 
recipients represent the diversity 
of Canadian society, coming from 
various ethnic, racial and religious 
backgrounds.  The purpose of the 
program is to not only meet their 
immediate needs but to also assist 
them in gaining self-sufficiency for 
the future

“Before I started getting food 
through Humanity First, I was 
dependent on uncertain resources. 
Sometimes I would have food, 
sometimes I wouldn’t as I can’t 
go out myself to get it. Now with 
one hone call the food is delivered 
to me by passionate volunteers 
of Humanity First”, said a senior 

Putting Humanity First

Humanity First Team Distributing Food to Homeless
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citizen with tears of gratitude in her 
eyes.  

Homelessness  
Prevention Program

Humanity First Canada strives to 
prevent poverty and homelessness.  
Although Humanity First Canada 
provides blankets and food to 
the homeless, its focus is to guide 
individuals away from the type 
of behavior that leads to the 
downward spiral which eventually 
results in homelessness.  In  
addition, Humanity First Canada 
provides assistance to recent 
immigrants and their struggle to 
settle in Canada.  This program 
provides counseling on social, 
economic and legal issues to recent 
immigrants.  

Our Children -  
Our Future Program

Humanity First Canada provides 
assistance to students living in 
poverty.  This program strives to 
ensure that students live up to their 
academic potential.  Students are 
provided with necessary school 
supplies and are sent to educational 
and recreational camps to foster 
their personal development.

Gift of Vision Program

Poor vision affects one’s ability to 
carry out daily tasks, particularly 
for students who need to study.  
While affiliates of Humanity First 
Canada operate eye camps and 
perform cataract surgeries, in 
Canada, Humanity First Canada 
provides eyewear to the those 
who require corrective lenses but  
cannot afford to pay for them.   

Volunteering 

Volunteers for Humanity 
First Canada are fulfilled 
with a tremendous sense of 

accomplishment.  Entire families 
and groups of friends volunteer 
together.  Volunteering is not only 
a source of community-building,  
but it is also an opportunity to 
spend quality family time and to 
inspire youth.  Humanity First 
Canada volunteers hail from 
all walks of life, ethnicities and 
religious backgrounds, all joining 
together in unity and uplifting 
each other’ morale.  Each volunteer 
is passionate about making a 
difference and setting an example 
for society-at-large, dedicating their 
time out of love, compassion and 
kindness for humanity.  

"I first became involved as a 
volunteer with Humanity First 
Canada during the Holidays of 
2008. I was left with a memorable 
impact the moment I entered its. 
I was quickly impressed at how 
this organization strives to provide 
relief and support within the local 
community as well as communities 
across the globe. These unselfish 
acts make me proud to support 
Humanity First Canada in its efforts 
to alleviate the struggle for the 
basic needs of life. It is a pleasure to 

work with Humanity First Canada 
because of the unique way they care 
for the local community,” stated 
Bettina Fong, a pharmaceutics 
scientist at GSK and a passionate 
volunteer for Humanity First 
Canada.

Humanity First Canada offers 
volunteers a variety of ways to 
contribute.  Volunteers can pay 
social visits to those who are lonely, 
shovel snow for a senior citizen, 
and teach a child to read as well 
as assist with disaster-relief efforts 
and fundraising initiatives.

Humanity First Canada warmly 
invites all to get involved in its 
various initiatives.  

To find out about other projects 
undertaken by Humanity First 
Canada and the different ways you 
can make a difference go online at 
www.humanityfirst.ca or call (416) 
440-0346.  Register as a volunteer 
for Humanity First Canada and feel 
the joy of serving humanity and 
enriching the community.  

Putting Humanity First
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Booking information:
 

For tickets and group bookings call: 416-696-1000
For school group bookings go to: www.ontariosciencecentre.ca

For other venues to see Journey to Mecca visit:
www.journeytomeccagiantscreen.com

JOURNEY TO MECCA is the story of a young law student named Ibn Battuta and 
his epic and perilous journey in 1325, from his home in Morocco to Mecca, to perform 
the Hajj – one of the most spectacular gatherings of people on earth.  We witness the 
Hajj as it was experienced in the 14th century and by over three million people today.
 
Ibn Battuta did not return home for almost thirty years.  He visited 45 countries and 
journeyed three times further than Marco Polo, becoming the greatest traveller in 
premodern history.

Directed by Bruce Neibaur
 

Produced by:
Taran Davies

Dominic Cunningham-Reid
Jonathan Barker

 
Executive Producer:

Jake Eberts
 

OPENING AT THE ONTARIO SCIENCE CENTRE 
FEBRUARY 7, 2009 

along with the SULTANS OF SCIENCE exhibit

J2M sale sheet Camera ready.indd   2-3 12/19/08   2:19:58 PM
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