














In the name of Allah, the Gracious, the Merciful

What 1s Islam?

The religion of Islam was founded under
divine guidance by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) (570-632 AD) in Mecca, Arabia.
The word “Islam” means peace, as well as
conforming to the Will of God. Thus, it means
“achieving peace through submission to God's
Will”. The Arabic word for God is “Allah”.
The primary focus of Islam is to achieve peace
— inner peace for the individual, and societal
peace for humanity. By conforming oneself to
the Will and Wisdom of Allah, and leaving all
matters to be determined by Him the individual
can attain true inner peace.

The form of greeting commonly used by
Muslims in daily life 1s Assalam-o-alaikum wa
Rabmatullah wa Barakato hn which means “May
the peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be
upon you.” This social greeting is also a prayer.

The holy scripture of Islam is the Holy Qur'an,
which was revealed to the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (sa) over the course of 22 years. It
is revered by Muslims as the complete and
perfect Word of Allah, and is the primary
source of the Shariah (Islamic law).

Islam does not advocate the use of any form
of coercion or violence. The Holy Qur'an
states:

“There is no compulsion in matters of faith.”
(Holy Qutr'an 2:257)

The Islamic concept of Jihad is much
misunderstood, not only by non-Muslims but
also by many Muslims. Jibad primarily refers to
an individual's inner struggle to control one's
passions and to avoid sin. In its outward form,
Jihad consists of striving to serve humanity and
alleviate suffering through undertaking
charitable initiatives based on love for
humanity.

While, in a particular context, [ibad does
authorize a controlled and conditional use of
combative means, such authorization is strictly
confined to defending religious freedom, not
only for Muslims, but for the followers of any
religion suffering oppression and persecution,
including Christians, Jews and Hindus. This
was the type of defensive “war” which was
fought by the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa)
when he and his followers struggled against
their persecution due to their religious faith,
and to counter the imminent threat of
annihilation. The Holy Qut'an states:

“Permission to take up arms is given to those against
whom war is made, because they have been wronged and
Allah, indeed, has power to help them. Those who have
been driven out from their homes unjustly, only becanse
they said, 'Onr Lord is Allah." And if Allah had not
repelled some people by means of others, cloisters and
churches and synagogues and mosques, wherein the nanse
of Allah is oft remembered, would surely have been
destroyed. And Allah will, surely, help him who helps
Him. Allah is, indeed, Powerful, Mighty-"

(Holy Qut'an 22:40,41)

Any other type of war, whether nationalistic or
expansionist, cannot be called Jibad.
According to the Ahmadiyya Muslim
viewpoint, [ihadmust now be conducted “with
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the pen” and not “with the sword”.

Where a country guarantees religious freedom,
Muslims residing in that country must exhibit
full loyalty and gratitude to that country. The
Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa) said:

“Love for your homeland is part of your
faith”.

Islam is a universal religion which does not
discriminate on the basis of race, gender or
nationality. The Holy Qur'an states:

“O mankind, We [Allah] have created you from a male
and a female, and we have made you into tribes and sub-
tribes; that you may recognize one another.V erily, the
most honorable among you, in the sight of Allah, is he
who is the most righteous among you. Surely, Allah is
AllF-Knowing, All-Aware.”

(Holy Qut'an 49:14)

According to this verse, the differences in
society are not meant to be divisive, but rather
to provide incentives for us to come together.

Islam also views all religions with respect and
considers them to have originated from Allah.
It is a part of the basic tenets of Islam that a
Muslim must affirm belief in the truth of all
prophets and messengers of God, including
Jesus, Moses, Abraham and Krishna, as well as
their respective holy scriptures. For example,
the Holy Qur'an states:

“This Messenger of Ours [Mubammad)] believes in
that which was revealed to hin from his Lord, and so do
the believers — all of them believe in Allah, and His
angels, and in His Books, and in His Messengers,
saying, 'We make no distinction between any of His

Messengers.”” (Holy Qur'an 2:286)

Surely, We [Allah] have sent revelation to thee
[Muhammad], as We sent revelation to Noah and the
Prophets after him.  And We sent revelation to
Abrabam, Ishmael and Isaac and Jacob and his
children and to Jesus and Job and Jonah and Aaron and
Solomon, and we gave David a Book. . . . And to
Moses Allah spoke at great length.”

(Holy Qut'an 4:164-165)

A Muslim's faith is not complete without belief
in the original message of every Prophet of
God, therefore a Muslim must equally respect
the founders of all faiths.

Unfortunately, as with other religions, the
understanding of faith and practice of Islam
has become distorted and misused by many of
its adherents as they seek to use it for their
selfish ends and political motives. The Holy
Prophet (sa) predicted the occurrence of this
phenomenon when he stated:

“A time will come upon people when
nothing will be left of Islam except its
name, and nothing will be left of the
Qur'an except its script.”

The Holy Prophet(sa) foretold the second
advent of Jesus (as) who would return to the
carth as a Muslim and as Islam's Promised
Messiah and Mahdi (Reformer) in order to
revive the true practice of the religion of Islam
and to bringall faiths together in harmony.
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Ahmadiyya

Muslim Community

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community was
established under divine guidance in 1889 by
Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (as) (1835-
1908) in India. He proclaimed himself the
awaited Promised Messiah and Mahdi whose
advent was foretold by the Holy Prophet (sa).
In fulfilling Jesus' second advent, Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (as) arrived in the “spirit
and power” of Jesus just as John the Baptist
tulfilled the second advent of Elijah. (Matthew
11:14and 17:12-13).

Currently, the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
is established in over 190 countries (including
over 60 branches in Canada) with tens of
millions of members worldwide.

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community's mission
is to present to the world Islam's teachings in
their uncorrupted and pristinely pure form as
well as to convey Islam's message of love,
peace and security as presented in the Holy
Qur'an and exemplified in the life of the Holy
Prophet (sa). For example, Hadhrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad (as) stated,

“The Holy Prophet (sa) had two names, Mubammad
and Abmad. ... [T]here was a prophecy that the name
Abmad wonld be manifested again in the Latter Days
and that a person would appear through whom the
qualities of beanty, which characterize Abmad [name
Abmad indicated that he would spread peace and
security in the world], would be manifested, and all
fighting would come to an end. For this reason . . . the
name of this sect should be the Abmadiyya sect so that
everyone hearing this name would know that this sect
came into being to spread peace and security and that it
has nothing to do with war and fighting.” (Labligh-i-
Risalat, Vol. IX, pp. 90-91).
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Further, Hadhrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (as)
declared that the outward form of Jihad would
no longer be fought “by the sword” but only
“by the pen.” (Ishaatus Sunnah, Vol. V1, No. 12).
This declaration is consistent with the
prophecy of the Holy Prophet (sa) that the
Promised Messiah would “forbid war.”
(Bokhari 1:668: Book of Prophets, p. 490)

Completely self-financed and independent, the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, through its
motto “Love for All, Hatred for None”,
strives to serve humanity and the cause of
peace and security by engaging in charitable and
philanthropic work such as establishing
hospitals and schools for the poorest and
neediest populations in the world. Two notable
members of the Ahmadiyya Community are
(the late) Sir Zafrulla Khan, President of the
International Court of Justice (1954-61), and
(the late) Dr. Abdus Salam, recipient of the
Nobel Prize for Physics (1979).

The Ahmadiyya Muslim Community is
internationally known for its commitment to
promoting and fostering interfaith dialogue in
order to promote peace, understanding and
harmony, hosting numerous interfaith events
around the world, including in every province
and territory Canada.
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The Ahmadiyya Kbildfdt (Spiritual Succession)

The Holy Prophet Muhammad(sa) not only
prophesied the advent of Islam's Promised
Messiah but he also prophesied that he would
be succeeded by the institution of Khilafat. The
Holy Prophet (sa) stated:

“Prophethood shall remain amongst you
for as long as Allah wills. He will then
cause it to end. Then Khilafat will be
established in the footsteps of
prophethood which will last for as long as
Allah wills... Then Khilafat will be re-
established in the footsteps of
prophethood.”

According to the above statement, the Muslim
world was to regain Khilafat and retain it until
the end of time.

Since the passing away of the Promised
Messiah(as) in 1908, the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community has been blessed with the
continuity of divinely appointed leadership of
the Khulafa (Successors). The present Khalifa
(Successor) of the Ahmadiyya Community is
Hadhrat Mirza Masroor Ahmad (may Allah
support him!)

The Khalifa holds the worldwide Community
together as one. He ensures that every step
taken is in the right direction, fulfilling the
mission of the Promised Messiah (as). The
Khalifa is particularly dedicated to ensure that
Islam is viewed and understood as a religion of
peace throughout the world. He has repeatedly
emphasized the fact that Islam rejects violence
in any form and for any reason as it is
completely at odds with Islam — a word which
itself means peace.

The Khalifa and the nature of his relationship
with the Ahmadiyya Community are
unparalleled in the world. Upon the election of
each Kbhalifa, by a representative electoral
college, every member of the Ahmadiyya
Community pledges his or her allegiance to
him, dedicating their lives to the service of his
mission and the mission of the Promised
Messiah(as).

With the blessed institution of Khilafat to
guide it, the community has a distinct sense of
discipline and direction under one leader — a
factor that enables it to serve God and
humanity with sincerity of purpose and selfless
devotion.
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Speech by Prime Minister Stephen Harper at the
Inauguration of the Baitun Nur Mosque on July 5, 2008

The following speech was delivered
by the Right Honourable Stephen
Harper, Prime Minister of Canada,
on the occasion of the inauguration of
the Baitun Nur Mosque in Calgary,
Alberta, Canada.
delivered in the presence of Hadhrat
Mirza Masroor Ahmad, Khalifatul
Masih V (ab), who is referred to herein
as “His Holiness”.

The speech was

Thank
reception.

Thank you very much.
you for
Thank you, Naseem', for your
introduction. Good morning. First
of all, my warmest greetings to his
Holiness, the Khalifa. Welcome
back to Canada.

that warm

I have fond memories of our
first meeting in Toronto in
2005. It's wonderful that you're
during the
celebrations of the centenary of the

here worldwide

Khilafat-e-Ahmadiyya.

Greetings as well to my colleagues
from the Parliament of Canada, Art
Hanger, the Member of Parliament
for this riding. I know Rahim
Jaffer is here, Deepak Obhrai,
Senator Bert Brown. I see Alexa
McDonough, Stéphane Dion is also
here, the Leader of the Opposition.
Greetings to members of the various

provincial legislatures. I know
Minister Stevens is  here
representing  the  government
of Alberta. Greetings to Mayor
Bronconnier, to Alderman
Colley-Urquhart and to other
members of municipal council

and of course to all distinguished
guests.

Fellow Canadians, I want to begin
by thanking his Holiness forinviting
me to be part of the opening of this

/e
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magnificent house of faith. It is
Canada’s largest mosque complex,
and a spectacular addition to
Calgary’s growing collection of
architectural treasures.

The
Community deserves to be
applauded, this
splendid mosque here in Calgary,
but for its contribution to peace,
tolerance and harmony, in this
country and throughout the world.
The Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community here in Calgary
and across Canada is to be
congratulated, though the
community is small and includes
many newcomers to our country,
the this  project
demonstrates the deep faith and
solidarity of Ahmadis in Canada.
Indeed, I understand other mosque
projects are already underway
in Saskatoon, Brampton
Vancouver. Clearly the Community
is flourishing here in Canada.

But this should, ladies
gentlemen, come as a surprise to no
one who knows this Community.
Ahmadis are renowned throughout
the world for their devotion to
peace, universal brotherhood and
the Will of God, the core principles
of true Islam.

Ahmadiyya Muslim

not only for

for

success of

and

and

Ahmadis
for working to serve the greater
good, through social, health and
educational
as mosque projects like this one.
Wherever Ahmadis live in the
world, you are renowned for
enthusiastically participating in
the larger community
peacefully alongside
people of all faiths, languages and
cultures.  These
place Ahmadiyya
squarely in the mainstream of

are also renowned

initiatives, as well

and
living

characteristics
Muslims
an excellent

Canadian society,

illustration of what our
Government means when we talk
about pluralism. It’s not just about
acknowledging our differences,
but about interacting and learning
from each other, about building
together a

Canada.

strong and united

We are proud to live in a country
that embraces the many cultures
and religions of the world. Our
Government considers diversity
one of this greatest
assets, and we are committed to
strengthening both our pluralism
unity. This
Community knows firsthand what
it is to experience persecution
and discrimination based on your
religious beliefs, so you understand

country’s

and our national

at a profound level that promoting
religious freedom is an essential
building block for peace and
stability here and throughout the
world.

Our Government
defender of that freedom, and we
condemn any attempt to violate
the right of people to worship and
to live freely according to their
faith. In this we are allied with his
Holiness, a courageous champion
of religious freedom and of peace.
We especially applaud the Khalifa
for denouncing those who pervert
faith by claiming it as a justification
for violence. However we define
God, it is wrong to kill in his name.
All Albertans
Canadians can see in this mosque
the true and benevolent face of
Islam and those who worship in its
name. They will also see your love
for Canada and your patriotism.
Ahmadis have embraced Canada
and Canada has embraced you.
This glorious Baitun Nur Mosque
announces that you have built
a thriving Community in this
dynamic city and that you have
taken your rightful place in our
great country.

Congratulations. God bless.

Maulana Naseem Mahdi, Naib Amir I and
Missionary-in-Charge, Ahmadiyya Muslim
Jama’at Canada.

is a resolute

Calgarians, and

Speech hy Prime Minister Stephen Harper

39



Timbuktu (Mali):
Seat of Ancient Islamic Scholarship

Dr. Ijaz A. Qamar
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“Salt comes from the north, gold
from the south, money from the
country of the white man. But the
beautiful word of God, knowledge
and wonderful stories come only
from Timbuktu.”

(Timbuktu Proverb)

Timbuktu (also spelled
Tombouctou) is a small desolate
place in Mali, West Africa, located
at the intersection of an east-west
and north-south Trans-Saharan
trade route across the Saharan
Desert to Araouane. Historically,
Timbuktu was famous for its gold
and the production of books and
scholarship. Lured by this fame,
in the 1800’s, European explorers
arrived in Timbuktu. It possesses a

fabled status in the West and is
often referred to as a metaphor for
a far and exotic land. During the
15" and 16" centuries, it was also
the spiritual and cultural centre for
the propagation of Islam.

Africa is known for relying
primarily on its oral histories
thereby possessing very little
written history. However, in
Timbuktu, hundreds of thousands
of manuscripts have been and
continue to be recovered, many
of which are treasured Islamic
literature. These “Timbuktu
manuscripts” were hidden away in
mud wall storage rooms orinnearby
villages. According to Joan Baxter
of the Toronto Star (December 18,

2005), “Today, treasures are being
unearthed here that are radically
changing the way the world views
Timbuktu, Africa and her history.”

Many volumes have existed and
been passed down from generation
to generation. The Haidara
family in Mali has inherited over
9,000 manuscripts dating back
approximately 500 years. Harvard
University’s Studies
Department has undertaken the
conversion of the Haidara private
collection into a public access
library. This project has already
resulted in the cataloguing of
nearly 3,000 books and documents.

African

Mahamoudou Baba Hasseye, the
owner of another private library in
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Timbuktu, was quoted in the
Toronto Star as stating that
Timbuktu “was an important

centre of Islamic scholarship and
culture, and people from all over
the world came here to study at the
Sankore University in the 15" and
16" centuries. There were 100,000
people in the city and one-quarter of
them were students or professors.”

Most of the recovered literature is
recorded in Arabic or Fulani. Their
contents are didactic, especially in
astronomy, music, botany but, more
recently, manuscripts dealing with
law, science and history have been
discovered. Even volumes dealing
with women issues, family life and
traditional medicine abound. As
this literature covers all aspects of
human life, culture and behaviour,
it constitutes evidence of the high
level of sophistication in West African

civilization at that time.

In addition to UNESCO and some

European funding, a combined
multinational Western, American and
African research team is currently

working to

restore and preserve

the valuable written treasures of
Timbuktu. The process of restoration
and digitization is pain-staking and
dangerous as, in many cases, the
manuscripts are extremely fragile and
can easily crumble into dust if not
handled delicately and with expertise.

In 1970, the Ahmed Baba Institute was
established by the government of Mali
in collaboration with the UNESCO.
It was named after Ahmad Baba, a
contemporary of Shakespeare who
authored more than 50 books. In 2005,
South Africa President Mbeki launched
“Operation Timbuktu” to rebuild and
strengthen the Ahmed Baba Institute.
Under
18,000 manuscripts have been restored
It is estimated that
the region possessed up to 700,000

its auspices, approximately

and digitized.

manuscripts.

One of Timbuktu’s most famous
volumes is the “Searchers’” Chronicles”
which contains travellers’ accounts
of the 16" century Africa’s Northern
One of the

volume was

and Western empires.
this
whose

contributors to
Mahmud Kati
the 1400’s, migrated from Spain to

father, in

Timbuktu. Kati states In one of his
accounts, “Timbuktu may be one of
the poorest places on earth, but it is
important not to forget that every
citizen of Timbuktu has in his eyes
and in his blood a thousand years of
history and athousand years of different

cultures. And that is our wealth.”

Ismael Haidara, a descendant of Kati,
received Spanish funding to develop
the Kati library in Timbuktu in which
thousands of valuable documents have
been restored. According to Ismael
Haidara, his ancestors include white
Europeans and black Muslims. Some
of these black Muslims were black
Jewish merchants who had migrated to
Timbuktu and later decided to convert
to Islam.

Despite international project funding,
the task of restoration of thousand
years of history is enormous and
monumental. According to the Toronto
Star, “The task ahead is daunting for an
impoverished country like Mali, where
hunger and poverty take precedence
over ancient documents.”

Timbuktu
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Book Review: The Economic Structure of Islamic Society
by Hadhrat Mirza Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad™

Dr. Mohamed Boodhun

The Economic Structure of Islamic
Society is an English translation of
the Urdu address delivered in 1945
in Lahore, India by Hadhrat Mirza
Bashiruddin Mahmud Ahmad®,
Musleh Maood and Khalifatul
Masih II. The address took place
prior to the partition of India and
Pakistanand wasdelivered toalarge
audience possessing some of India’s
most esteemed intelligentsia.

Although the book is no longer in
print, the original Urdu version
is available for download at
http://www.alislam.org/urdu/au/

IslamKalgtasadiNizam.pdf.
Islamic vs. Communism

Explaining the Islamic concept of
the economy, Hadhrat Khalifatul
Masih I (“Hadhrat Sahib”) states
that, although in its outward form,
Islam resembles Communism, the
underlying essence and philosophy
of thetwo are poles apart. Providing
a detailed exposition on Islam’s
principles, Hadhrat
Sahib™ explained that, according to
Islam:

economic

¢ All ownership belongs to Allah
alone, including that of human
life, thus conferring upon Him
sole sovereignty and power over
everything in the universe.

e In order for anything to

develop properly, it must do
so in a healthy and proper
environment. However good a
seed may be, it will not thrive
or flourish if it is not planted
within a soil and climate that is
suitable. Indeed, in favourable
conditions, even a seed of
moderate quality produces an
excellent yield.

Hadhrat Sahib™ then discussed the
threat that Communism posed to
world peace and, despite the claims
of equality of citizens within the
Soviet Union, he exposed the truth
regarding the actual lack of equality
therein. In this discussion, he noted
how Communism interferes with
the right to private property as
well as many differences between
it and Islamic teachings regarding
economics.

In this discussion, Hadhrat Sahib™
also touched upon the phenomenon
of speculating on the price of
commodities. While Hadhrat
Sahib™ spoke against speculation
which
commodities prices, he also spoke
of the Islamic injunctions against
imposing deflation as well. This
entire discussion is directly relevant
to today and the negative effects of
speculation on the prices of oil, gas
and other commodities, as well as

results in inflating

with respect to the current financial
crisis and the debate regarding
suitable financial regulation.

Prophecies Regarding Russia

Towards the end of his address,
Hadhrat Sahib™ related a series of
prophecies regarding the world
which includes a prediction that
the world will experience a severe
economic
begins to engage in an international
struggle for economic supremacy.
In addition, Hadhrat Sahib™
reminded his audience that, more
than 2600 years ago, the Prophet
Ezekiel* prophesied the ascendancy
of Gog (Russia) as a great world
power as well as its demise due to
its attempt to erase the notion of
Allah’s existence. What deserves
to be noted is that Hadhrat Sahib™
delivered his address and related
these prophecies at a time when
the ascendancy of Russia as a

shock when Russia

great world power was, as yet,
uncontemplated and unfathomable
to the rest of the world.

When discussing the predictions
made by Hadhrat Sahib™ regarding
Russia, one must also discuss the
the prophecy related by Hadhrat
Mirza Ghulam Ahmad®, the
Promised Messiah, regarding the
Tsar of Russia, Nicholas II. The
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Promised Messiah* related the
following revelation received in
1905 as follows:

“Asign will appear in some days
hence which shall overwhelm
country and town and meadow.
People will be seized in a wave
of divine wrath, so suddenly
that a naked one will have no
time to secure his loin cloth.
Suddenly an earthquake will
severely shake man, and trees
and rocks and oceans. In the
twinkling of an eye the earth
will be overwhelmed
streams of blood will flow like
channel tides. Those whose
night garments were white as
jasmine will wake up in the
mourning as if clad in red.
Man and animals will go out
of their minds and pigeons and
nightingales will forget their
songs. That hour will bear hard
upon every traveler and those
on a journey will lose their
way in agony. The waters of

and

mountain streams will run red
with the blood of the dead like
red wine. Men high and low
will be convulsed in fear and
the Czar himself at that hour
will be a sad case. That divine
sign will be a specimen of terror.
Heaven will attack with a drawn
sword. Hasten not to repudiate
this, thou stupid fool, for on the
fulfillment of this sign depends
my truth. This is a prophecy
based on divine revelation and
will surely be fulfilled; wait
then awhile in righteousness
and steadfastness.” (Tadhkirah,
p- 309)

The Promised Messiah® interpreted
the foregoing as foretelling the
impending doom and miserable
plight of the Tsar of Russia. The

AZRAT MIRZA BASHIR-UD-DIN MAHMUD AHMAD

THE
ECONOMIC STRUCTURE

OF ISLAMIC SOCIETY

foregoing was related by the
Promised Messiah® at a time when
the Tsar of Russia was at the height
of his power, and any ebbing of his
influence was incomprehensible.
Nevertheless, this prophecy was
fulfilled in 1918 when he, along with
his wife and children were executed
during the Bolshevik Revolution.
Upon the
their bodies, the autopsy results
confirmed that they were each
executed through the use of guns.

In his address, Hadhrat Sahib™

recent discovery of

=

also related a vision which he
experienced in 1921. In this vision,
he encountered a large serpent that
he could only defeat through the
power of prayer. He understood
the serpent to be a representation of

both Gog and Magog (the West).

Given the fall of the Soviet Union
in the 1980’s as well as the current
Hadhrat
delivered in

global financial crisis,
Sahib’s™ address,
1945, is even more relevant and
poignant today then when it was
first delivered.
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Humanity First:
Fundraising Dinner Report

Mubashir Khalid

e

On December 10, 2008, Humanity
First Canada hosted a fundraising
dinner to foster awareness for
various charitable projects it is
spear-heading in Haiti and Nigeria.
By the grace of Allah, the dinner,
which was held at the Woodbine
Banquet Hall in Toronto, was well-
attended by members of the media,
civil service and the general public.

Worthy of note amongst the
more than 1,100 honoured guests
representing various medial outlets,
corporations
were the Honourable Judy Sgro
(MP and Former Federal Minister of
Immigration), the Honourable Jean
Augustine (Former Federal Minister
of State for Multiculturalism and the
Status of Women), the Honourable
Jim Karyginnais (MP), Tony Carella
(Councilor, City of Vaughan) and
Eric A Pierre (Honorary Consul
of Haiti in Toronto). The Master
of Ceremonies for the dinner was

communities and

Hon. Jean Augustine, Former Minister of State
for Multiculturalism and the Status of Women

Humonity First

£

Rubina Ahmed (News Anchor and
Reporter for Toronto’s Breaking
News CP24).

During the event, descriptions for
the following relief projects were
provided:

Haiti

The population of the Town
of Torback, Haiti was severely
impacted by the recent hurricanes
and resulting floods.
First Canada successfully delivered
food and other basic necessities to
these suffering populations.

Humanity

During the rainy season, due to
the resultant flooding, the Town of
Torback regularly suffers frombeing
isolated from the rest of the country
making the delivery of emergency
relief efforts challenging.  The
floods and infrastructure damage
resulting from the hurricane served
to further exacerbate this isolation.
As a result, after many meetings

Fred a Faminy

with the Mayor of Torback and
other
having completed a feasibility
study, Humanity First Canada has
undertaken the construction of a
bridge that would greatly mitigate
the isolation of the Torback and
thus greatly relieve the current and
future anticipated suffering of its
population. The proposed bridge
is expected to provide on-going
benefit to the people of Torback and

local officials, and after

will, hopefully, go a long way to
alleviating the poverty of the area
by allowing for increased mutual
mobility and access.

“We are very excited to start this
project as it will impact the lives of
more than 14,000 people and will
make a difference to the current
and future generations of Torback.
Allah willing, this bridge will serve
to bridge the income disparity gap
between the people of Torback and
the rest of Haiti!” said Dr. Aslam

Lal Khan Malik - President AMJ Canada

44



Daud, Chairman of Humanity First
Canada.
Nigeria

Recently, Humanity First Canada
completed the drilling of five
water wells to some of the remotest
parts of Nigeria. Allah willing, an
additional forty water wells will
be completed within the next few
years.

Upon completion of the fifth well,
Dr. Aslam Daud stated, “We are
very pleased that we were able to
achieve this significant milestone.
Some local populations have to
travel up to ten miles for access to
fresh drinking water. These wells
now serve to make water available
to some of these villages right in
their very own neighbourhoods.
We are extremely thankful to
Allah that this was made possible
by the generous contributions of
Canadians!”

Fundraising Dinner Programme
Guests
welcomed by the dinner’s manager

were received and

and organizer, Mubashir Khalid.
At 7:00 pm, the silent auction was
opened.
programme,

The following official
which took place
on a beautifully decorated stage
flanked with billboards providing
photographs
regarding various Humanity First
relief projects, began at 7:30pm:

and information

¢ Opening address was delivered
by Lal Khan Malik, President of
the Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at
Canada. He also led the silent
prayers.

* Welcome address by Dr. Aslam
Daud, Chairman of Humanity
First Canada. In this address, a
brief overview of the aims and
objectives of Humanity First
Canada was provided.

¢ AddressbyAtaul Wahid Lahaye,
Project Director for Nigeria and
Haiti. In this address, a first-
hand account was provided of
therelief efforts and their impact
on the local populations.

* Magic other

show and

Local and National Media

entertainment, along with the
serving of dinner.

* Address by Maulana Naseem
Mahdi, Senior Vice-President
and Missionary Incharge of the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Jama’at
Canada.

¢ Remarks by special dignitaries

special guests praising
the efforts and successes of
Humanity First Canada.

¢ The the
presentation of cheques marked
a highly successful event.

¢ C(Closing remarks.

The fundraising dinner successfully

and

live auction and

raised awareness regarding the plight
of the impacted populations of Nigeria
and Haiti, as well as other places, as
well as raising money for the funding
of the planned future relief projects.

Formore information on Humanity First
Canada, its projects, please visit www.
humanityfirst.ca. To donate, please visit
www.humanityfirst.ca/donations.php.

45



Hon. Judy Sgro MP
and Former Minister of Immigration

Mr. Eric A Pierre, Honorary Consul
of Haiti in Toronto

jocational Traini
Yrphan Care

Water lor Humanity
Feed a Family

Guest Speakers with Event Organizers
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Mr. Naseem Mahdi, Missionary Incharge
and Vice President AMJ Canada

Mr. Tony Carella, Councilor City of Vaughan

lor Humanity
eed a Family

Dr. Aslam Daud - Chairman Humanity First Canada

oAy reed a Fami

O

Community Guests
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nce centre

An |MAXI'® Film opéning at the Ontario Scie
| February 7th 2009
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JOURNEY TO.MﬁCCA is the story of a young law student named.Ibn Battuta and
his epic and perilous journey.in 1325, from his home in Merocco to Mecca, to perform

the Hajj — one of the most spectacular gathermgs of people on earth. We witness the
Hajj as it was experienced in the 14th century and by.over three million people today.

*

Ibn Battuta did not return home for almost thirty years. He visited 45 countries and
joutneyed three times further than Marco Polo, becoming the greatest traveller in
premodern h1story
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OPENIN G AT THE ONTARIO. SCIENCE CENTRE
- FEBRUARY 7, 2009
along with the SULTANS OF SCIENCE exhibit

Directed by Bruce Neibaur

Produced by:
Taran Davies
Dominic Cunningham-Reid
Jonathan Barker

Executive Producer:
Jake Eberts

| For tickets and group bookings call: 416-696-1000
For school group bookings go to: www.ontariosciencecentre.ca

For other venues to see Journey to Mecca visit:
WWW.journeytomeccagiantscreen.com
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