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Pearls of Wisdom

Selected verses of the Holy Qur’an & Sayings of the Holy Prgpdeee and blessings of Allah be upon him)

The Holy Qur’an
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O Messenger! convey to the people what has been
revealed to thee from thy Lord;..... [5:68} (5:68' M"l""“)

0 led) 21 41 Tk 5
(36: 18- )

And our duty is only plain delivery of the
Message.' [36:18]

Sayings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (sa)
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It is incumbent upon those who are present to OPN O RO : v - /"'/.g

convey this message to those who are absent. May ‘S}w‘ oy g_;)b'u) A :’3 Lo :}A ‘U/LS‘;};
be that some of those to whom it will be conveyed .

might comprehend better than the present audience. (tbﬁ‘“ x> QU

Pearls of Wisdom 1



Pearls of Wisdom

Selection from the writings of the Promised Mesgkahce be upon him)

The purpose of God Almighty in setting up this Jama’at s
that the true understanding of God, which has disappeared
from the world, and true righteousness and purity, which are

not to be found in this age, might be re-established.
Arrogance is rife throughout the world. The divines are

caught in the pride and vanity of their learning. You Pnd
that the condition of the mendicants belies their objectives.
They are wholly unconcerned with self-improvement, and

all the disciplines which they have devised are error and
innovation. They are only words and form and have no

spiritual reality. Their exercises and devotion have a
different form altogether like meaningless repetitions which

cannot be traced back to the Holy Prophet (sa). Ibnd that
they pay no attention to inner puri bcation, nor can their
arti bcial disciplines purify their hearts, nor can they acquire

the light of true understanding through them. This age has

become empty of true righteousness and purity. The way of
the Holy Prophet (sa), which is the means of puribcation, has
been discarded. Now God Almighty desires that the time of

Prophethood should be revived in this age and the same
righteousness and purity should be reestablished. Thus, the
purpose of God Almighty in setting up this Jama’at is that

through it the lost understanding might be re-established in

the world. [Tagrirei , pp. 21-22]

O my friends! O my dear people! O ye the [Rourishing
branches of the tree of my being, who enjoy the mercy of
God Almighty for having entered into the covenant of Bai‘at
with me, and are devoting your lives, your comfort and your
properties to this cause! Though | am aware that you will
deem it your good fortune to do whatever | say to the best of
your abilities, | do not desire to lay down anything by myself
as an obligation upon you, so that your service should not be
the result of my directive, but should proceed out of your
own free will. Who is my friend and who is dear to me? Who

is it that recognizes me? Only he who believes that | am one
commissioned by God and accepts me as such people ought
to be accepted. The world cannot accept me because | am not
of the world, but those whose nature has been invested with
a portion of the other world accept me and will continue to
accept me. He who turns away from me turns away from
Him Who has sent me, and he who establishes a relationship
with me, establishes a relationship with Him from Whom |
have come. | hold a lamp in my hand. He who comes to me
will surely partake of its light, but he who turns away, out of
suspicion and ill-will, will be cast into the darkness. | am the
citadel of security for this age. He who enters in it will
become secure against thieves, robbers and wild beasts. But
he who seeks to remain away from my walls will be
confronted with death from every side and even his dead
body will not be in peace. Who is it who enters my citadel?
Only he who discards evil and adopts piety, and gives up
crookedness and treads the path of righteousness, and frees
himself from the bondage of Satan and becomes an obedient
servant of God Almighty. Everyone who does so, is in me
and | am in him. But only he has the power to attain to this
status whom God Almighty puts under the protections of
the Purifying Self. The Purifying Self puts its foot in the hell
of such a one’s ego and it cools down as if there had never
been any bre in it. He then marches forward until the spirit
of God Almighty dwells in him, and, with a special
manifestation, the Lord of the worlds establishes Himself in
his heart. His old humanity is then consumed and a new and
pure humanity is bestowed on him, and God Almighty too
becomes a new God and establishes a new and special
relationship with him, and he is provided in this very life
with all the pure necessaries of heavenly life. [Fat-he-Islam,
Ruhani Khaza'in, vol. 3, pp. 34-35]
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Poem by Promised Messiahpeace be upon him)

Tranlation by Saleem Rahman
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Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad (as)
The Promised Messiah and Mahdi
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Guidance from Hadrat Khalifatul Masih V

(may Allah strengthen his hands)

Peace and Harmony in Society
Summay of the Friday Sermon delivered on June 8, 2007

In this Friday sermon, In this
Friday sermon, Hadrat Khalifatul

Masih V (aa) continued to discuss
the promotion of peace and harmony

in society.

Rich and poor people exist in
every society. Out of the rich,
there are some who seek to
provide for those who are in

need and in the way of Allah.

However, there are also those
from amongst the rich who, out

of greed and self-indulgence,
abstain from spending their
wealth in the way of Allah and

for the poor, and are ambivalent
regarding the needs and
suffering of others. Their wealth
was granted to them by Allah,

but they hoard it and do not

wish to spend an ounce on
others. This attitude results in
widening the gap between the
rich and the poor and feeds the
latter’s discontent. When such
neglect is shown towards one’s
poorer relatives, then jealousy

results. Thankfully, the Jama at

possesses few who ogle the
wealth of others. Indeed, often it

is those who are the poorest and

possessing of the least resources
in the Jama'at that make the
greatest Pnancial  sacribPces
relative to their means.

Those who have been blessed by
Allah with af Ruence should be
ever mindful of the needs of
others, and feelings of anger or
resentment should never prevent
one from extending one’s help to
the poor. An Ahmadi Muslim

should not give sole precedence
to his or her needs but should
always take into account the
rights and needs of others such
as parents, siblings and the poor.
For example, during the Affair of

the Ifk (Lie), when Hadrat Aisha

(ra) was wrongly accused of
impropriety, many of those

whom were suspicious of her
were from amongst those who
were receiving the Pnancial

assistance of her father, Hadrat
Ab Bakr (ra). When Allah
declared Hadrat Aisha (ra)
innocent, Hadrat Abu Bakr (ra)
declared that he would no longer
provide bPnancial assistance to
those who wrongly accused his
daughter. In response to this
attitude, Allah revealed the
following verse of the Holy
Qur’an:

“And let not those who possess
wealth and plenty among you

swear not to give aught to the
kindred and to the needy and to
those who have left their homes
in the cause of Allah. Let them
forgive and forbear. Do you not
desire that Allah should forgive

you? And Allah is Most

Forgiving, Merciful.” (24:23)

Even though Hadrat Abu Bakr
(ra) suffered greatly during the
Affair of the Ifk, nevertheless,
Allah commanded that he not
withdraw his generosity and

Guidance from Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah strengthen his hands)



advised him to be forgiving in

the way that he expected Allah
to be towards him. Allah is Most

Forgiving, and for one to be able
to avail oneself of Allah’s
forgiveness, one must also be
forgiving.

Charity and Pnancial assistance
promote peace and harmony in
society. At the time of the Hijra
(migration to Medina), the
Ansars (Muslims of Medina)
showed great affection for the
Muhajirs (Muslim migrants from
Mecca). This example of
tremendous generosity and love
served as the foundation for the
new Islamic society which
revolutionized the Arab world
and beyond. Similarly, the
followers of the Promised
Messiah (as) exhibit the same
bonds of generosity and love so
that a new society of peace and
harmony can be
established at their hands.

Those Ahmadi Muslims
who reside in the West and
who are aff3uent should be
ever mindful of the needs
of their relatives. Also,
they should be generous
and regularly send gifts to
the poor locally and
abroad. Such generosity
should be so sincere and
discreet that the “left hand
should not know of the
charity given by the right
hand” and that the honour
and dignity of the recipient
should be safeguarded and
preserved. The recipients

will appreciate such charity and
will pray that Allah continue to

bless the afduent. When the rich
provide for the poor and the
poor pray for the continued
prosperity of the rich, peace and
harmony in society is inevitable.

InRation in Pakistan has reached
such staggering levels that the
average white-collar labourer is
experiencing great dif bculties in
merely maintaining a basic
standard of living. Being
mindful of this, Ahmadi

Muslims should extend their
help and generosity.

Hadrat Sahib related the
example of a woman who
regularly  received  Pnancial
support from a relative living
abroad. When suddenly this
Pnancial support ceased, the
woman and her children had to

struggle and even came to the
brink of starvation. One day, the
woman saw a rupee note lying
on the ground and felt the urge
to pick it up. However, for some
reason, she resisted and left the
rupee note on the ground and
returned home. She was taught
to be patient and steadfast when
faced with adversity and so,
while returning home, she
repeatedly invoked the
remembrance of Allah. Upon
returning home, the very relative
who had ceased giving Pnancial
support was awaiting her arrival
and handed over an envelope
Plled with cash.

Had this woman not received
Pnancial assistance from her
relative, her children might have
developed feelings of ill-will and
resentment towards their more
afBuent relatives, society-at-

Guidance from Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah strengthen his hands)



large, and perhaps even Allah
Himself. Therein lies the
wisdom of Allah’s commanding
charity and generosity to
establish societal harmony and
peace.

As stated in the Holy Qur’an,

“And in their wealth was a share
for one who asked for help and
for one who could not.” (51:20)

“So give to the kinsman his due,
and to the needy, and to the
wayfarer. That is best for those
who seek the favor of Allah, and
it is they who will prosper.

Whatever you pay as interest
that it may increase the wealth
of the people, it does not
increase in the sight of Allah; but
whatever you give in Zakat
(alms) seeking the favour of
Allah — it is these who will

increase their wealth
manifold.” (30:39-40)

If the rights of the poor, the
needy and the wayfarers are not
ful plled, then they  will
undoubtedly harbour feelings of
resentment and malice towards

the wealthy and will resort to
criminal activity. In the Third
World, we see the poor uprisings
in the streets against the wealthy
and the governments who ignore
their plight. They strike, riot and
create disorder and violence
results, both from  their
protesting and from the
responses to quell them. Such
disorder always results in heavy
economic losses. The poor who
engage in uprisings act against
Allah, and the rich who do not
help the poor also act against
Allah.

As Islam is a complete religion, it
necessarily draws attention to
the rights of all members of
society. A true Muslim is one
who takes this into account.
Otherwise, the claim to be a
follower of Islam is meaningless.
A Muslim is enjoined to give

Sadaga (charity) and Zakat
(alms) and is oft-reminded of the
blessings associated with gift-
giving. Zakat facilitates the fair

and equitable distribution of

wealth by the government. The
Holy Prophet (sa) recommended
that gifts be given as a means of

promoting love between people.
The poor in society make great
contributions to society as they
provide the bulk of the manual

labour both in agriculture and in

manufacturing. If they stopped

working, the country’s economy

would come to a near halt.

The Holy Qur’an has drawn our
attention to the primary cause of
economic downfall, which is
riba (usury). Riba is forbidden
for the sole reason that it results
in worsening the poverty of the
poor. Engaging in riba incurs
the wrath of Allah such that one
who engages in it will meet his
or her ruin both in this world
and the Hereafter. Riba causes
an endless cycle of debt and
gives birth to a form of slavery.
In some parts of Pakistan, a poor
man can be born into debt and
live his entire life in that debt.
According to the Holy Qur’an,
riba will not increase one’s
wealth as such wealth is cursed
by Allah. The only way to
alleviate this curse is to abide by
Allah’s commandments.
Helping the poor, paying Zakat
and shunning riba will promote
peace and harmony in society.

Prayers are requested for
Pakistan a it is currently passing
through a dif pcult phase. One of
the reasons for this difbculty is
the extreme sebshness of its
leaders that has exceeded all
bounds. May Allah have mercy
on all nations that are over-
burdened with debt and usury.

Amin.

Guidance from Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah strengthen his hands)



Peace and Security in Economy
Summary of the Friday Sermon delivered on June 15, 2007

In this Friday sermon, Hadrat
Khalifatul Masih V (aa) continued

in his discussion of promoting peace
the economy.

and security in
Today, he focussed on bnancial
transactions and the prohibition
of riba (usury). Those who
engage in riba transactions are
deemed to be at war with Allah.
The borrowers in riba
transactions may end up in
bankruptcy and destroy their
lives in the process.

There are some in the Jama at
who, due to the fact that they do

not have the means, take out
loans in order to travel to

England to attend the Jalsa
Salana or to come and meet with
Hadrat Sahib. They feel that, as
their objective is pious, the

taking out of such a loan is
permissible. However, such

people fail to remember that Hajj

(pilgrimage), which is one of the

pillars of Islam, is to be carried

out only if one has the means
with which to do so. Therefore,

justifying the taking out of loans

for traveling for pious purposes

is self-deception and results in
jeopardizing one’'s peace and
security because one has
disobeyed one of the
commandments of Allah.

On one occasion, the Promised
Messiah (as) was asked about
the efbcacy of borrowing money

on the basis of riba when one is
in a vulnerable state. The
Promised Messiah (as)
responded by saying that one
must always rely on and trust in
Allah alone, and that resorting to
riba was akin to committing
adultery, theft or other sins.
Indeed, while the Holy Qur’an
permits the consumption of
swine in extreme cases (2:174), it
does not provide a similar
exemption for riba (2:279). The
Holy Qur'an condemns those
who think that riba and trade are
one and the same (2:276).

Some in the Jama'at are in the
habit of taking out large loans
for the sake of non-essential
expenses, like weddings. In
India, Pakistan and other
developing countries, people are
shackled by debt. Ahmadi
Muslims, in particular, should
avoid this practice. Muslims are
commanded to avoid
unnecessary expenses. For
weddings, the Nikaah does not
require any expense at all, and
the requirement of the Waleema
(which is Sunnah) is exempted
when the groom does not

possess the requisite Pnancial

means. Nevertheless,
unfortunately, many people
incur Allah’s displeasure by

spending extravagantly on such
occasions in order to satisfy their
vain and material desires.

Taking out loans for non-
essential expenses seems to be
ingrained in our culture. In

addition, there appears to be a
group within the Ahmadiyya
Community that enjoys
spending money on unnecessary
and ostentatious things. Some
ask for loans knowing full well
that they will not be able to
repay them. To take out loans
for temporary joy and pleasure is
foolhardy.

When a farmer or manual
labourer takes out a loan and
cannot repay it at maturity, Islam
requires that forbearance be
given to them (2:281). Islam also
prefers that those who possess
wealth, rather than hoarding it,
should employ it by investing in
businesses in order to create
employment and prosperity for
others.

Guidance from Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah strengthen his hands)



Some of the major banks in the

United Kingdom have
introduced the concept of
“Islamic  banking” which

purports to lend on an
interest-free basis. Ahmad
Kalam Sahib (son of Dr.
Abdus Salam Sahib) has
contributed in this area. If
such banks continue to grow
this sector of their business,
they will receive blessings.

After last week’s sermon,
many wrote to Hadrat Sahib
inquiring as to the

legitimacy of their current
Pnancial situation which
involves interest. As riba is

forbidden, one should avoid it
and repent. With respect to
taking out residential mortgages,
this practice was permitted by
the Promised Messiah (as) and
his Khulafa where it s
unavoidable in the prevailing

economic system and the
payments are approximately
equivalent to what one would

pay as rent for the same
property. As far as Hadrat Sahib
is aware, the same permission is
not granted with respect to
commercial mortgages, however,
research should be conducted on
this and information provided.

Those Ahmadi lawyers who are
handling the asylum and refugee
claims are advised to ensure that

their fees do not cause their

clients to become submerged in

debt nor should they be required
to pay their fees only upon
the completion of the matter.
Islam does not permit the
exploitation of the
vulnerable.

According to Hadrat Musleh
Maood (ra), when a non-
Muslim disobeys the
commandments of Allah, he
is treated like a disinherited
offspring and can thus do

whatever he pleases.
However, where a Muslim
disobeys Allah’s
commandments, as he is a

member of the family, he will be
reprimanded and punished.

According to the Hadith, one
should prefer for one’s brother
what one also prefers for one’s
self. If one imagines themselves
as a borrower who s
experiencing dif bculty in
repaying a loan, forbearance on
the part of the lender would be
greatly appreciated. Similarly, as
a lender, honesty on the part of
the borrower is greatly
appreciated. If borrowers and
lenders can imagine the position
of the other party in a loan
transaction, surely, their
behaviour would be affected
positively.

Citing the Holy Qur’an 3:131,
some people seek to colrne the
prohibition of riba to where
“doubling upon doubling” takes
place. However, as explained by

Guidance from Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah strengthen his hands)



the Promised Messiah(as), this is
like stating that sin is only sin
when one engages in multiple
sins. In other words, “doubling”
is a form of riba, but it is not
only riba.

The Holy Qur'an 2:283 states as
follows:

“O ye who believe! When you
borrow from one another for a
bPxed period, then write it down.
And let a scribe write it in your
presence faithfully; and no scribe
should refuse to write, because
Allah has taught him, so let him
write and let him who incurs the
liability dictate; and he should
fear Allah his Lord, and not
diminish anything thereform.
But if the person incurring the
liability be of low understanding
or be weak or be unable himself
to dictate, then let someone who
can watch his interest dictate
with justice. And call two
witnesses from among your men;
and if two men be not available,
then a man and two women, of
such as you like as witnesses, so
that if either of two women
should err in memory, then one
may remind the other. And the
witness should not refuse when
they are called. And do not feel
weary of writing it down,
whether it be small or large,
along with its appointed time of
payment. This is more equitable
in the sight of Allah and makes
testimony surer and is more
likely to keep you away from
doubts; therefore omit not to
write except that it be ready

merchandise which you give or
take from hand to hand, in
which case it shall be no sin for
you that you write it not. And
have witnesses when you sell
one to another; and let no harm
be done to the scribe or the
witness. And if you do that, then
certainly it shall be disobedience
on your part. And fear Allah.
And Allah grants you knowledge
and Allah knows all things
well.”

The purpose of this verse is to
ensure that disputes within
society are avoided and to
promote mutual love and
affection. The commandment to
commit transactions to writing
was given at a time when this
was just a Bedgling practice and
not widespread. Despite this,
with  great specibcity and
sophistication, all the relevant
matters for such a practice are
brought to light in this verse.
The injunction regarding the
requirement of two female

witnesses only applies where
women in society are not
inclined towards Pnancial and
economic matters and also only
where one of them forgets and
has trouble remembering the
transaction details.

According to the Holy Qur’an
2:189, Muslims are enjoined to
not devour the wealth of others
and are warned of the euvil
emanating from bribery and
other ills.  According to the
Hadith, the amassing and
hoarding of wealth results in
societal disharmony and is akin
to stufbng one’s belly with a ball
of pre.

We should endeavour to be of
those who are never deprived of
peace and security. May Allah
protect Ahmadi Muslims and
make them treads the path that
incurs Allah’s pleasure. Amin.

Guidance from Khalifatul Masih V (May Allah strengthen his hands)
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From Newfoundland
to the Holy Land

Dr. Mohamed Boodhun

And proclaim unto men the
Pilgrimage. They will come to
you on foot, and on every lean
camel, coming by every distant,
deep track. (22:28)

All praise belongs to Almighty

Allah who out of His sheer grace
enabled my wife Yasmin, four

children Ayesha, Asifa, Arsalan,

Rizwan and my humble self to

perform the pilgrimage to the

sacred house in Mecca last year,
1427 AH.

It was indeed a
journey of a
lifetime. A journey
full  of spiritual
enlightenment and
emotions.

The pilgrimage to
the house of Allah
is the fifth pillar of
Islam and is
expected of a
Muslim at least
once in his/her lifetime if the

economic, health and political
situations are favorable.

We became citizens of Canada in
March of 2006 and we felt that
international traveling would be
easier when compared to being
one family with three different
nationalities (2 Mauritians, 2
Pakistanis and 2 Americans). We
then started planning for our
pilgrimage to Mecca and felt very
humbled that our first trip
outside of North America, as
citizens of Canada, was indeed to
visit the house of Allah.

We all got the Hajj visas except
Arsalan 10 years and Rizwan 9
years. This was because children

From Newfoundland to the Holy Land
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under age 12 had to submit their
polio vaccination record. With

fervent prayers and Grace of
Allah, finally 48 hours before our

departure the two boys got their
visas and our pre-departure
excitement reached its climax.

We flew from Deer Lake Airport
(Newfoundland) to Toronto via
Halifax ~ (Nova  Scotia) on
December 13th 2006. The next
day on December 14th we flew to
Paris. From Paris we flew to
Cairo, Egypt. There was already a
big crowd of pilgrims in Cairo.
We showered in Cairo and
changed into the state of Ihram.
The mood was unique and
everybody was reciting the
talbiyyah:

Labbaikallaahumma labbaika -
labbaika laa shareeka laka
labbaika - innal hamda wan
na'mata laka wal mulka - la
shareeka laka"

“Here am |, O Allah, here am I;

Here am |, You have no associate,
here am I; All praise and bounty

are Yours, and Yours the
Kingdom; You have no

associate”.

We then flew to Jeddah and after
clearing immigration, we
boarded a bus for Mecca arriving
on December 16th. During the
final leg of the journey to Mecca, |
was reflecting a lot about Allah
and the life of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad (sa). | was trying to
remember as much of the history
of the beginning of Islam that |

had read since childhood. As we
were approaching Mecca, | kept
remembering Allah by praying

for the Holy Prophet (sa). | was in
such a state of awe that |
questioned myself whether this
was actually a dream or whether
this was reality? | was not very
sure of my own answer.

We finally reached our hotel in
Mecca. After resting for a little
while we were all ready to
perform our first Umrah

The Ka'abah, which is situated in
the center of the Grand Mosque,
Masjid Al-Haram, was only a
five minutes walk away. On the
way we first noticed the minaret,

then minutes later saw the Grand
Mosque. We entered the Masjid
Al-Haram and continued to walk

towards our Qibla. Then came
the moment. The moment we
waited a whole lifetime for.

When we first saw the Ka'abah,

we stopped - overcome with
emotion - at once, our eyes filled
with tears. It was a momentous
occasion for us. We
spontaneously raised our hands
and turned our whole attention

towards the Lord of mankind

and Muhammad (sa), Creator of
the heavens and the earth, and
supplicated.

We then entered the courtyard of
the Ka'’bah. The Ka'abah is a very
simple but very impressive
cubical structure  wrapped in
black cloth cover with exquisite
calligraphy in gold thread. We
then performed seven circuits
around Ka'bah, moving in an
anti-clockwise  direction  and
paying attention to important
landmarks, viz: The Hajre Aswad
(black stone), Makam-e-lbrahim
and Makam-e-Ismael We then
prayed two rakaats of nawafil
and then rested for a little while,
drinking the abbey zamzanmAfter

From Newfoundland to the Holy Land
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that we went to the other portion
of the Mosque to perform the
Sayeei.e. to run seven times
between the Hills of Safa and
Marwa in commemoration of
Prophet Ibrahim (as) wife's
(Hagar) search for water for her
baby son Ishmael (as). n this way
we finished our Umrah. While in
Mecca we performed Umrah
everyday.

We then traveled 200 km north to
Medina and prayed at the
Prophet’'s mosque. We visited his
tomb and also the tombs of the
pious successors. We had the
opportunity to visit the site of the
battle of Uhud, the tomb of
Hadrat Hamza (ra), the mosque
with the two Qiblas, Masjid
Quba; the first mosque of Islam
and the site of the battle of the
Trench.

The specific time of Hajj was fast
approaching and at that time we
once more entered the state of
Ihram at a designated mosque
(meegat) on the way to Mina,
which is about 10 km from
Mecca. We stayed in a big tent in
Mina with over 100 people. The
first day of Hajj had already
started. We then spent the

afternoon in Arafat, which

happened to be a Friday also.
Arafat is the place of the
farewell sermon deliverred
by Prophet Muhammad (sa).
The universal message of the
sermon echoed in my mind
“...All mankind is from Adam

and Eve, an Arab has no
superiority over a non-Arab

nor a non-Arab has any
superiority over an Arab;

also a white has no
superiority over a black, nor
a black has any superiority
over a white - except by piety
and good action...” We then
went to Muzdalifa for

Maghrib prayer and stayed
there until Fajr prayer. We
then returned to Mina camp.

In Mina we went to perform
the rami, which is the hitting of
pillars representing the shaitan
with stones. My two sons and |
then shaved our heads and were
out of the state of Ihram. Women
only need to trim an inch of hair.
At the end of the haj we
performed the tawaf-e-ziarat in
Mecca.

A few days later, it was time to

return to Canada. When we
boarded our return flight
there was a sense of serenity,
a kind of special peace of
mind, a deep sense of
satisfaction and a very deep
sense of gratitude to our
Creator for all the favors
showered upon us.

Once back in Grand Falls,

Newfoundland, many of our

friends came to know about the
pilgrimage. A good friend of ours

who is a reporter asked our
permission for an interview with

the local newspaper. We readily
obliged and in this way most of
the people of our town read
about our experience.

One day the host of Rogers Cable
Television called us and said that
she was very impressed with the
Hajj article that appeared in the
newspaper. She requested a TV
interview. The whole family was
interviewed and the program
was shown to the whole province
of Newfoundland on numerous
occasions, for which we are
extremely grateful. All praise
belongs to Allah.

From Newfoundland to the Holy Land
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Tabligh Events Update

By the Grace of Allah a number
of Tabligh events were held
across Canada during the first
quarter of the Jama at year (July —
Sep 2007). A total of 19 events
were held in 14 cities spread over
6 Provinces / Territories. 2,455
Guests and 3,033 Jamaat
members attended these events.

The highlights of this quarter

include first ever events in
Northern  Canada including
North West Territories and
Yukon. There was a hugely
successful Canada Day
Celebrations event held in
Calgary. Jama at received

coverage in 4 TV programs, 6
Radio Programs  and 12
Newspapers.

Tabligh Events
Jul Sep 2007

Following is a table that provides
a snapshot of the Tabligh Events
followed by a brief description of
the Tabligh Events of the First
Quarter in chronological order.

Canada Day Celebrations: The
activities started in full swing

with a grand event in Calgary to

celebrate the Canada Day. The
event was organized by the
Calgary area Jama'ats. It was
held at the Prairie Winds Park
located across from the site of the
new Calgary Mosque that is
currently under construction.

Allah  blessed this event
immensely. It was very well
received by the community. This
celebration attracted more than
1,500 guests and 500 local Jama at
members. Many agencies
participated in this event with
their exhibitions setups including
EMS, Police Department, Fire
Fighters, and Calgary Public
Library. Jama’at Bookstall and
Exhibiton material was also
present for the guests.

Community organization

presidents, heads of the
associations and representatives
attended this event. MPs, MLAS,
Mayors and city councilors
attended this event. Global TV
and CTV attended this large

event and covered it across
Alberta.

XD
Interfaith Symposium:  The first

Interfaith Symposium was held

in Richmond Hill, at the

Langstaff Community Centre on

the topic of 'Saving the
Environment - What do World

Religions Say?', the event was
held on 19th of July by
Richmond Hill Jama’at.  This
was attended by 100 Jama’at
members, and 47 guests. A total
of 7 dignitaries also attended,
including members of the Liberal

party and York Regional Police.
Ataul Wahid Sahib was the
Muslim speaker at the event.

6Ny

Jalsa Salana Western Canada:
The next event was the Western
Canada Jalsa. The 29th Annual
Jalsa Salana of Western Canada
was held from July 21 to 22, at
Mayfield Trade Centre in
Edmonton, Alberta. There were
over 1,750 Jama'at members and
over 150 guests attended the
convention.

Tabligh Events Update
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There was good press coverage.

Maulana Naseem Mahdi sahib,
missionary in-charge was the
guest at a talk show on 630
CHED radio station. The
program was set for one hour but
due to interest from the audience
it was extended to two hours.
This radio station claims an
audience of over 75,000 in
Alberta. There were questions of
broad range and interest. There
were two articles in the press on
July 21, one in Edmonton Journal
and another in Edmonton Sun.
The news of the convention was
broadcasted on CTV on July 21
and on Global TV on July 22.
Combined coverage is over 1.5
million viewers.

Several dignitaries addressed the
convention on Sunday, July 22 in

the afternoon. They included
Dave Hancock, Minister of
Health, Alberta. Moe Emery,

MLA, Mike Boyd, Police Chief
and Brain Mason, NDP leader.
There were representatives from
City of Edmonton and other
members of legislative assembly.
Media and guest participants

found the last sessions very
interesting and thought
provoking. The subject of

Heaven on Earth by respected
Amir; Malik Lal Khan sahib was
discussed in a very practical
manner. The issue of
environment by Maulana
Naseem Mahdi sahib, missionary
in-charge was very thought
provoking - fulfilling many

prophecies of The Holy Qur’an.
The subject of drugs and

protecting our youth by respected
Ataul-Wahid Lahey sahib was
very well received.

GNP,

Focus on Islam: Ataul Wahid

Sahib, National Secretary Nau
Mobaeen did a tour of Western

Canada this summer. His tour

started at the Western Canada
Jalsa, and he visited various
cities to talk to the Jama'ats
about the importance of the

office, as well as doing Tabligh

events in the cities wherever he
went.

His tour started in the prairies,

where Saskatoon Jama'at held a
Focus on Islam event in the
remote town of Wynyard, SK on

the topic of 'Environment and

Sustainability’. This was held on
Friday August 3rd. The location
was about a 2 hour drive from

Saskatoon. At the event, there
were a total of 9 guests, and 6
members. Also in attendance
were local RCMP officers.

RN

Focus on Islam: Two days later,
on Aug 05 an event was held in
the Saskatoon Mosque in
Saskatoon on the same topic of
‘Environment and Sustainability’.
40 members and 3 guests
attended this event. The Muslim
speaker was Ataul Wahid Sahib.

AR
Focus on Islam: There was an
event held on August 8th in
Calgary on the topic of 'Saving
Youth from Drugs' at which the
speaker was Ataul Wahid Sahib.

This event was organized by the
Calgary NE Jama'at. In total
there were 40 attendees and 10 of
them were guests.

AR
Interfaith Symposium: The next
day was en event by Calgary
South Jama’at on the topic of
Saving the Environment. This
was also an Interfaith
Symposium at the Central United

Church. 25 guests and 115
members attended the event.

AR
Interfaith  Symposium : Calgary
NW then held an Interfaith

Event on August 10th at the
Panorama Hills Community

Centre on ‘The Purpose of Life’.
This was attended by 13 guests,
the total attendance was 132.

SN,
Focus on Islam: Then moving
further West of the country,
August 14th was an event in
Surrey East, BC near Vancouver.
The topic of the event was Drug
and Alcohol — Road to Oblivion.
There were 7 guests and 98
members at this event.
AR

Focus on Islam: Completing the
western tour by Ataul Wahid
Sahib, an event held in a remote
town near Edmonton called Fort
Saskatchewan. This  was
organized by Majlis Khuddamul
Ahmadiyya Edmonton, and was
held on August 21st at the Dow
Centennial Centre there. In total
there were 74 people who

Tabligh Events Update
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attended this event, of which 24
were guests. The topic of the

event was ‘Saving the
Environment'.
XD

Focus on Islam: Coming back to
the Southern Ontario Region,
there was a Focus on Islam event
held at the Lincoln Centre on

August 22nd, in a town called

Beamsville. The event was
organized by Hamilton Jama at
on the topic of ‘Peace of Mind'.
In total, there were 75 people
there, of which 35 were guests.
An article was published in the

West Niagara News paper
regarding this event. This paper
covers a large region of Southern
Ontario, with tens of thousands

of readers there.

‘/\'
Interfaith ~ Symposium: On
September 1st was an event

organized by the Abode of Peace
Jama’at on the topic of ‘Purpose
of Life’.  This was held at the
Ahmadiyya Abode of Peace Hall,
Toronto. The Jama'at Speaker
was Mukhtar Ahmad Cheema.
In total there were 72 people, of
which 17 were guests.

Session in Prisons: Members
from Saskatoon Jama'at have
made several Vvisits to the
Saskatchewan Provincial Prison
in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.
Each visit consists of events
attended by inmates who consist
of Muslims and non-Muslims
who are interested in learning

more about Islam. The

first visit was
September 5th where a

larger group of people,

about 25, were met

with.  The topic was

mainly on Ramadan

and the importance of

prayers. The next day

on September 6th was a
discussion  with 2
maximum security

prisoners who were interested in
learning about Islam as well.
They consisted of one Caucasian
and one aboriginal person. We
spoke about Allah and how He
listens to prayers and what to
expect if one starts to pray. At
the end of the session, the
aboriginal gentleman was so
overwhelmed that he tearfully
asked if we'll be back and also
asked me for prayers. In another
visit to the prison, the team from
Saskatoon taught prayers to the
prisoners there, as well as offered
literature from the Jama’at.

& NP,

World Religions Conference :
Vancouver Surrey East Jamaat
held an extraordinary series of
events in the Northern BC area,
and most notably, in two of the
Territories in Canada. By the
Grace of Allah, these were the
first events held in North West
Territories and the Yukon by the
Jama’at.

To travel to these territories from

Vancouver, this highly motivated
team from Vancouver Surrey East
traveled almost 5000 km by road!

The events were being worked on
for about a year, and MashaAllah,
the fruits of their efforts can be
seen now. For all of these events,
Naseem Mahdi sahib, Missionary
in-Charge of Canada was the
speaker representing the Jama’at.
Flyers and posters were mailed
out to these remote locations, and
tens of thousands of people were
sent invitations through the mail,
and through contacts with
speakers in the cities.

The first of the series of events
began in Yellowknife in North

West Territories. This event was
held at the Northern Arts &

Culture Centre on September
4th.  The topic of this World

Religions Conference was ‘Why |
believe in my Faith? The
speaker representing Islam was
Naseem Mahdi sahib. In total
there were 107 people who
attended this event, and 91 of
those were guests. The Chair
and Moderator for this event was
the Deputy Mayor. This city is

located 2,500 kilometers from
Vancouvetr. CBC and CJCD
Radio, CBC TV Interview and a
Northern Newspaper.

N,
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World Religions Conference:
Next event was the one that was
held at the Yukon Arts Center,
Whitehorse, Yukon on
September 6th. This was held 2
days later and about another
1,000 km away from the previous
event. This event was a World
Religions Conference on the
topic of ‘Why | believe in My
Faith’. The Muslim speaker was
Naseem Mahdi sahib. By the
Grace of Allah, this event
attracted 143 guests, and there
were 16 members of the Jama at
there as well. CBC Radio, Rush
100 FM Radio, the Whitehorse
Star and other Yukon
Newspapers also attended the
event. The event was moderated
by the Mayor of Whitehorse.

World Religions Conference :
The next event left the territories,
and went into Northern BC,

starting at Prince Rupert. BC.
This event was held on
September 8th at the Lester Arts
Centre in Prince Rupert. The
event was on the title of ‘Family

Values’. At this event there were
a total of 57 Guests, and 16
Jama’at Members. The
Moderator of the event was the
Mayor of the area. Also in
attendance from the media was
local Radio and TV station
CHTK, The Daily News of Prince

Rupert, The View and Northern

Newspaper.

GNP

World Religions Conference:
The next day on September 9th

was an event in Terrace, BC.
This event was held on the
topic of ‘Human Rights and
Religion’. There were a total of
120 guests at this event, and on
top of this there were 14
members of the Jama'at who
attended. The moderator of
this event was the mayor of the
city of Terrace. Also from the
media were CHTK Radio, The
Terrace Standard, The View and
Northern Newspaper.

XD

World Religions Conference:

The final and fifth event was
held in Prince George, BC. This
event was held on September
11th and the topic was ‘The
Response to War on Religion'.
There were 147 Guests at the
event, and 14 members of the
Jama’at who attended this event.
The Moderator was a councilor
of the city of Prince George, and
the Mayor also attended this
event. From the media, there
was Wolf Radio, CFUR Radio,
The Citizen Newspaper, Free
Press PG, The View and
Northern Newspaper.

By the Grace of
Allah, these five
World Religions
Conferences spread
the message of
Islam and
Ahmadiyyat to the
remotest corners of
the country.
Through the
distribution of tens
of thousands of

flyers, deployment of posters,
radio interviews, TV interviews
and newspaper articles hundreds
of thousands of people received
the message.

XD
Focus on Islam: On September
11th, Calgary NE Jamaat
organized a Focus on Islam
event, on the topic of ‘Women’s

Role in Islam’. The venue was
the Village Square Public Library

in Calgary, Alberta. The
speakers at this event were
Respected Amir sahib and

Muzaffar Sultan Sahib. In total
there were 35 guests at the event,
and 50 Jama'at members. The
program was moderated by the
Manager of the Calgary Public

Library.
AR

Tabligh Events Update

17



The Life and Times of Dowie
A Perspective from Canadian Media

Dr. Tahir Qamar

The year 2007 marked the 100th
anniversary of the death of John
Alexander Dowie (b May 24
1847, March 9, 1907). As he
claimed to be the re-emergence
of Prophet Elijah and attacked
Islam vociferously, he came into
direct confict with Hadrat Mirza
Ghulam Ahmad (as) of Qadian,
India in the early 20th century.

The Dowie saga is well
documented in  Ahmadiyya
Jama’at history, with reference to
American newspapers of the
time which documented the
prayer duel and the ultimate
untimely death of Dowie -
ful Plling prophecy.

However, documentation in the
Canadian media has not been
previously reported in Jama’at
literature. The authors were
granted access to the digital
archives of the Manitoba Free
Press, the leading newspaper in
the province of Manitoba,
published from the capital
Winnipeg. The information from
that source forms the basis of
this report. [We encourage readers

to review  other  Canadian
publications of the time and create a
record of fublment of a grand
prophecy: editor]

Brief Background
John Alexander Dowie was a

Scottish church leader who
formed a Church in 1896 near

Chicago, USA. In 1901 he
founded the town of Zion,
lllinois for the purpose of

creating an enclave away from
modern society and for his faith-
community to live and prosper.
Around that time he claimed to
be a Messenger of God.

His community indeed grew and
won many converts, mainly
from established
Christian communities.

The publication Leaves

of Healing was
instituted proclaiming

John Alexander
Dowie’s  apostleship,

and his divinely
appointed role as
Messenger named

Elijah.

In his sermons and publications
he went on long rants against the
Prophet Muhammad (sa) and
Islam.

Dowie’s personality and
message created an impact. He
became somewhat of a celebrity
and eventually a media darling,
not just in the American press,
but as we will show, to the north
in the Canadian press. His
message reached as far as rural
India. Hadrat Mirza Ghulam
Ahmad (as) of Qadian, India,
founder of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Community, found it
necessary to respond.

1902, Hadrat
proposed a

In  September
Ahmad (as)

The Life and Times of Dowie
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challenge of prayer duel to
Dowie that whosoever is the liar,
may that person perish in the
lifetime of the other. Dowie did
not respond but continued his
anti-Muslim tirade.

In August, 1903, Hadrat Ahmad
(as) re-issued the challenge,
stating:

“Though he may try hard as he
can to Ry from death which
awaits him, yet his Right from
such a contest will be nothing
less than death to him; and
calamity  will certainly
overtake his Zion, for he must
bear the consequences either
of the acceptance of the
challenge or its refusal’.
[Ahmadiyyat: The
Renaissance of Islam p.101]

When Dr. Dowie was told of
this challenge, he boasted:

"Can you imagine me answering
to these gnats, an@dies. If | were
to put my foot on them, | could
crush them to Death.” (Leaves of
Healing, December 27th, 1903)
However the punishment of
Dowie was decreed, and even

if he did not address
the challenge, his
downfall was bound to
occur. Note that it is
not mere death of
Dowie that is
predicted — it is the
destruction of the ideal
city Dowie dreamed of

— a city whose
populace regarded
him as a moral

authority. The Promised Messiah
wrote very specibcally in the
1903 statement:

“He will depart this life with
great sorrow and torment during
my lifetime” Ahmadiyyat: The
Renaissance of Islam p.101]

History shows how the tide
turned on Dowie from 1905 to
death in 1907. He ran into
Pnancial problems and his health

started deteriorating. Doubts
developed about his claims. In
1905, a stroke gave him
disabilities. His family and close
relations discovered he was
involved in immoral practices.
The community disowned him
and took control of the city,
forcing Dowie out. He died in
shame, fulblling Hadrat
Ahmad’s prophecy.

Exhibits A-K on the following
pages record the pompous life of
John Alexander Dowie and his
ultimate demise in disgrace.

The Life and Times of Dowie
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For each of you We prescribed a
clear spiritual law (shariah) and
a manifest way in secular
matters (minhaj). And if Allah
had enforced His will, He would
have made you all one people
(ummah), but He wishes to try
you by what He has given you.
Vie, then with one another in
good works. To Allah shall you
all return; then will He inform
you of that wherein you differed.
(Holy Qur’an 5:49)

In the November 1, 2007 issue of
The Economist, as part of its
“Faith and Politics” section, a
series of articles with the
umbrella title, “The new wars of

religion” was published. In

these series of articles, in noting
the growing and/or waning

inBuence of religion in various
parts of the world as well as the
increasing threat of inter-
religious confict, The Economist
proclaimed its prescription for

ensuring peace and harmony in
the world. According to The
Economist, the greatest threat to
peace in the world is the
increasing threat of inter-
religious confict and the best
way to ensure the peaceful co-
existence of different faiths is to
encourage inter-faith dialogue.
Not only is this view shared by
the Ahmadiyya Muslim

Community but it has been
fostering such inter-faith

dialogue for well-over a century
through conferences and
symposia originally organized

and established by its founder,
Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,

the Promised Messiah and
Mahdi.

Violence is not an inherently
Islamic phenomenon

Both before and after the events
of September 11, 2001, Islam has
been portrayed by the media as
an inherently violent religion or
as possessing followers with a
penchant for violence. Having
been born and raised in Canada
in the 1970's and 80’'s, | still
vividly recall fellow Grade 5

The Need for Interfaith Dialogue
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classmates discovering that | was
a Muslim and asking me directly

whether | was a terrorist. The
notion that Islam is violent had

embedded itself into the psyche
of 10 year old Canadian children
at least two decades before 9/11,
leaving young Canadian
Muslims feeling stigmatized and

defensive regarding their faith

even at this very tender and
sensitive age.

While The Economist noted that
Islam appears to be labeled as a
violent religion or possessing
followers with a tendency
towards violence, historical
evidence proves that violence is
not unique to Islam or Muslims.
Catholic-Protestant conf3ict
dominated much of the past 600
years of European and North
American history. Indeed, the
settlement of North America was
inspired by people seeking to
escape the never-ending and
ruthless persecution and tyranny
of Europe. The Economist
rightly cited the inter-religious
wars of Ireland, Croat-Serb
violence and the civil strife of Sri
Lanka as examples of major
conRicts that were not caused by
Muslims. | would also add that
the St. Bartholomew's Day
Massacre in 16th century France
as well as the rise of mid-20th
century Nazism and fascism in
Western Europe were distinctly
Christian phenomena, having
caused a degree of death and
suffering unparalleled in the
history of other religions.

The decline of secularism and
the rise of religious
fundamentalism

The mid-20th century response
to the atrocities committed by
religionists was to turn to
secularism. Indeed, secularism
has been commonly perceived to
be a distinctly Western value, for
example, as embodied in the
First Amendment of the United
States Constitution (“Congress
shall make no law respecting an
establishment of religion, or
prohibiting the free exercise
thereof.”).  Despite this, more
recent experience indicates that
more people are considering
themselves “religious” than at
any other time in the past 100
years.

The late 20th century witnessed
a rebellion against secularism.
Due to the lack of morality in

secularism, those who are
rebelling against it view it as

having failed to provide an

effective answer for increasing
crime, unemployment  and

poverty. In addition, the recent

trend to legalize gay marriage is
seen as an example of “secular
overreach.”

According to The Economist, the
West's emphasis on individual
liberty and modernism has
resulted in people no longer
viewing their religion as
inherited from their parents.
Rather, adults are more open to
choosing a religion for
themselves from amongst a

marketplace.  The more that
people choose their own religion,
rather than just inherit it, the
more likely they are to want to
be vocal about their choice and
to want to broadcast it. For such
people, religion is not a private
matter but is relevant to all
aspects of their lives, including
their work. Indeed, recently,
religion appears to be driving
how people vote and interact
with others in society. As stated
by The Economist, “While the
separation of Church and state is
presented as a fundamental
Western principle, more and
more, citizens are making and
are requiring politicians to make
choices in accordance with moral
principles established by
religion.”

Throughout the world, with the
exception of Europe, secularism
is on the decline and religion is
on the increase. However, The
Economist notes that the
increases tend to be towards the
more  rigid and harsher
interpretations  of  religious
doctrine. While the media
focuses on the rise of
fundamentalism amongst
Muslims, a similar phenomenon
is taking place amongst the
followers of Judaism, Hinduism
and Christianity. Indeed, the
growth of one form of radicalism
appears to inspire or fuel the
growth of another one; Christian

radicalism  inspired Islamic
radicalism, which in turn,
inspired Jewish and Hindu
radicalism.
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The rise of religious ignorance

Most interestingly regarding the
phenomenon of the rise of
religion (and the corresponding
increase in the adherence to
rigid and strict versions of
religion), an increase in religious
knowledge has not also taken
place. lronically,
fundamentalists of all religious
afbliations repeatedly
demonstrate that they possess
very little knowledge of their
own religions let alone the
religions of others. For example,
very few Islamic fundamentalists
have actually read and carefully
studied the Holy Qur’an. In
addition, while Christians view
the Bible as the Word of God,
less than half of America’s
Christians know who delivered
the Sermon on the Mount.
Indeed, | have always been
amazed at the fact that very few
Christians realize that Jesus was

Jewish. Therefore, according to
The Economist, despite the fact
that religion has been the prime
animating force behind the
majority of the world’s con Ricts
in the past six centuries, such
religious conBict has been
perpetrated by religionists who
possess very little knowledge of
their own faith as well as the
faith of  their perceived
opponents. As a result, while
religion is on the rise, so too is
ignorance regarding the
teachings of religion generally.
This ignorance regarding the
substance of religion is thus
deemed the cause of the growing
threat of inter-faith con Rict.
Europe and the decline of
religion

While North America and the
world are witnessing a rise in
religion, Europe is not. Recall
that Europe is where religious

persecution existed relentlessly
for centuries. Due to religion's

highly checkered past,
Europeans view all religions

with suspicion and disdain. As a

result, in Europe, religion is on

the decline with less and less
Europeans identifying

themselves with a religion, and if

they do, few are observant.
Correction  -- religion is in

decline in Europe except
amongst its Muslims. According

to The Economist, in Europe,
religionism is a phenomenon

that is fast becoming exclusive to
Muslims. In a climate that is

increasingly hostile to religion in

general, the rise of religionism is
seen as a threat. As the only rise
in religion that is taking place in

Europe is amongst Muslims,
Islam has become the primary
target and victim of Europe’s

fear of religion.

Europeans are using the history
of their own religious experience
to make a judgment on and
prediction regarding Islam, a
religion they know extremely
little about. This ignorance
regarding Islam is perpetuated
and fuelled by the recent revival
of medieval anti-Islamic
propaganda issued by the
Church, even by Pope Benedict

XVI himself.  This increasing
hostility to Islam has thus
resulted in growing

Islamophobia and antagonism
between Muslims and other
Europeans, some of it resulting
in violence in places like France
and the United Kingdom.
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The prescription for inter-faith
dialogue

The Economist recommends the
same prescription for dealing
with both the phenomena of the
rise and decline of religion. As
both phenomena are caused by
or are resulting in an increasing
lack of knowledge of the
substance of religion as well as
comparative religion, inter-faith

dialogue is sure to not only
educate one regarding the
religion of others but also to
educate oneself regarding one’s
own religion. Therefore,
knowledge regarding the

substance of religion, both one’s
own religion and other people’s

religions, is essential to not only
combatting fundamentalism but

also inter-religious conRict. The
more we try to learn about our

own and other religions, the
more that rigidity decreases and
a generally favourable opinion of

specibc religions as well as
religion in general increases.

Evidence favours The
Economist. Wherever respectful
inter-religious  dialogue has
taken place, it has always
resulted in decreasing conBict.
For example, secularism was
injected into the religious
conBicts of Ireland, but it only
resulted in introducing further
class and economic distinctions
and crime. It was only after the
preachers from both sides of the

religious divide  committed
themselves to taking a unibed
stance, accusing those who

perpetrated violence as acting
against God, that the barbarism
Pnally ended. For The
Economist, inter-faith dialogue
represents the most practical and
preferred approach, instead of
secularism, to pursuing peace.

The Holy Qur'an and the
Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community

The message of The Economist is
not a new one. Rather, it is a
message that has been conveyed

by the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community for well-over a
century. The Ahmadiyya

Muslim Community’s founder,
Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,
promoted and fostered inter-
faith dialogue in the late 19th
century. He received his
inspiration from the Holy
Qur’an.

The verse of the Holy Qur’an
cited above, namely, 5:49, states
that the phenomenon of different
religions is meant to result in a
competition for goodness and
thus should not be a cause for
enmity and prejudice.
Adherents of different religions
are expressly instructed to not
engage in discussions regarding
their differences, but are told
that such a discussion is reserved
for God alone and is to be dealt
with only by Him in the
Afterlife. This verse clearly
demonstrates that, according to
the Holy Qur’an, the advent of
Islam was not meant to result in
the cessation of belief in other

faiths, rather, it was expressly
intended that Islam would and
should co-exist peacefully with
all of them.

That Muslims should shun
discussions which promote inter-
religious conRict are further
demonstrated in the following
verses:

Say [to the People of the Book],
“Do you dispute with us
concerning Allah, while He is
our Lord and your Lord? And
for us our works, and for you
your works,” and to Him alone
we are sincerely devoted.” (Holy
Qur’an 2:140)

...say ... "“Allah is our Lord
and your Lord. For us is the
reward of our works, and for you

the reward of your works. There
is no quarrel between us and
you. Allah will gather us

together, and to Him is the
return.” (Holy Quran 42:16)

According to these verses,
Muslims are to avoid discussion
regarding religious differences
and are to draw attention to
commonalities. The
commonalities with Islam and
other faiths is best described in
the following verse:

This Messenger of ours believes
in that which has been revealed
to him from his Lord, and so do
the believers: all of them believe
in Allah, and in His angels, and
in His books, and in His
Messengers, saying, “We make
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no distinction between any of
His Messengers,” and they say,
“We hear and we obey. We
implore Thy forgiveness, O our
Lord, and to Thee is the
returning.” (Holy Qur’an 2:285)

This verse demonstrates that
Islam possesses commonalities
with all of the faiths of the
world, believing in all of their
sacred texts and prophets. On
the basis of these commonalities,
a basis for corict could never
exist between Muslims and the
adherents of another religion. In
compliance with these Qur’anic
teachings, on 29 December 1895,
Hadrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad
announced the inauguration of
an annual “Religious Founders’
Day”
announcement (written as if it
were written for today) reads as

conference. This

follows:

As the followers of almost all of
the religions of the world
residing in India enjoy full
peace and liberty under the
benign rule of the British, and
as Almighty God has blessed us
with all of the requirements for
religious research . . . it bebts
lovers of truth to take
advantage of the existing state
of things and to make honest
efforts to put an end to all
religious strife and difference
and thereby bring all
worshipers of God
altar. . . . Besides the facility we

to one

enjoy for holding
communication with our co-
religionists living in different
parts of the world, for calling
together in one assembly the
learned men of the East and
West, and for having easy access
even to those books of certain
religions which were regarded
as too sacred in former days for
strangers’ eyes, the study of the
various languages has removed
to a large extent, the
insurmountable barriers in our
way to universal brotherhood.
Moreover, when we see the
deeper interest
taken in religious movements
nowadays by people of all

universally

creeds, an intense struggle and
contest amongst the foremost

religions of the world for
supremacy and a natural desire
to investigate religious

questions, accompanied by the
greatest zeal and enthusiasm,
we cannot help but believe that
the Lord of nations proposes to

turn all of them into one
harmonious whole. And it is
not impossible. If the

aforementioned blessings of
God may be properly utilized
in the search of truth, if the
learned men and theologians of
all religions come together in
one assembly, each honestly
endeavouring to reveal the truth
and narrating the beauties and
excellence of his respective
religion with an unprejudiced

mind and in a brotherly spirit,

and all prepared
calmly and
arguments of one another, it is
likely that the light of Truth

may shine upon all and all will

to argue
listen to the

thus come to a common
understanding. . . . Therefore, |
appeal to all those well-wishers
of humanity, to whatever creed
they may well belong, who with
burning souls are ever-aspiring
after truth,
philanthropy and invite them to
a conference which | propose to

purity and

hold at Qadian in the
Gurdaspur  District, Punjab
(India), for religious
research. . . . Every speaker is

requested not to make any
reference or allusion to any
other religion in his speech, but
only to give an exposition of the
beauties of his own religion
and the excellences of its
He can, of course,
make a reasonable refutation in

principles.

gentle and polite words of all
those charges with which he
thinks his religion might have
been wrongly assailed. . . . The
speakers will have full liberty
to bring forward arguments in
support of their claims but
giving offense to another
religion or
derogatory to
strictly be avoided. . . .
hereby invite the attention of
the learned men of each
community and request them to
respond to my call and try to
produce scholarship and

making remarks

others must

Hence |
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establish truth,

peace in the world . . . .

purity and
[The
conference] will afford a safe
and peaceful platform to
various religions whose
advocates may vindicate their
faiths by showing their beauties
to the world. . . . | appeal to
their sense of humanity and
philanthropy and wish to
convince them that religion is
the only source of human
elevation. . . . | pray that God
may inspire my fellow-men to
come forward and to assist me

in establishing His true glory in

the world.
Not only did the above
announcement result in the

holding of a successful multi-
faith conference, but this same
conference has been re-held on

an annual basis in India
as well as in every other

country in which the
Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community has
established a presence,
namely, in over 180
countries. In addition to

this conference, to further
foster inter-faith dialogue

and harmony, the
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community
holds numerous multi-faith

symposia all over the world. For
example, between 2006 and 2007

the Ahmadiyya Muslim
Community hosted over 200
such  symposia throughout

Canada alone.

The Economist correctly points
the  phenomenon  of
increasing inter-faith con Rict due

out

“Inter-faith dialogue" may sound a
wishy-washy concept; but it is a more
realistic idea than presenting a secular

peace to competing faiths without the

backing of religious leaders.
- The Economist

to general religious ignorance
and rightly prescribes inter-faith

dialogue and education as the
way to peace and harmony.
Based on its history and rich
tradition of fostering inter-faith

dialogue, a history and tradition

possessed by no other religious
community ever in the world,

the Ahmadiyya Muslim

Community is  the best
positioned and placed to foster
such peace and harmony.
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WANTED

Writers, Designers, Photographers

The Ahmadiyya Gazette, the of bcial publication of the Ahmadiyya
Muslim Jama’at Canada, wants you!

We, at the Ahmadiyya Gazette, seek writers who can conduct
thorough research, write in a clear and concise manner, honour
deadlines and produce articles that enhance readers' knowledge and
insight into Islam- Ahmadiyyat, other faiths and issues facing society.

We especially seek writers who can provide insight into their
particular expertise or Peld of study from an Islamic or general
religious or educational perspective.

Also, we seek graphic designers and web developers who know that
magazine design must be tasteful, artistic, simple and professional,
and who are creative and can assist us with layout and design.

Last but not least, we seek photographers and photograph collectors.
The Ahymadiyya Gazette not only wants your photographs of sacred
sites, historical events and holy personages, but we also want you to
take and share your pictures of the various Jama’at events across
Canada as well as from your personal travels.

We look forward to your participation in the Ahmadiyya Gazette — the
magazine for and by you!

Please email Manager@AhmadiyyaGazette.ca




