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REPORT OF DISASTER RELIEF IN HAITI

Overview
Recent hurricanes and tropical storms in Haiti have 
played havoc in many parts of the country leaving 
hundreds of people dead thousands struggling for 
survival. Tropical storms Fay, Gustav, Hanna and Ike 
have caused catastrophe that has left many homeless 
begging for food and clothes, as about 60 per cent 
of Haiti’s food harvest has been destroyed. Many 
bridges, roads and infrastructure have been shattered. 
Risk of water-borne illnesses is rampant and clouds of 
mosquitoes now breed in wet ground, raising fear of 
disease.  Haiti is the poorest country in the Western 
Hemisphere.
Officials say about 800,000 people are in dire need 
of help because of the recent storms, which have 
caused more than $200 million in damage to the 
farming sector. 

Humanity First’s Emergency Relief 
Response
Humanity First Canada responded to this disaster by 
immediately coordinating with local representatives of 
Humanity First in Haiti. After initial assessment, Humanity 

First dispatched Mr. A.W. Lahaye with large supplies 
of water purification tablets and with funds 

to lead the relief work and assist 
the victims of the disaster in 

the Town of Gressier and 
Martissant. 

 

The Humanity First Response team was invited by the 
Mayor of the Town of Gressier to tour the city and 
assess the damages. The team also visited the town of 
Martissant which was also badly affected by the storm. 
After the assessment of damage and urgent needs, 
Humanity First acquired food and other emergency 
supplies and distributed them to more than 330 families 
in those areas. 
Each family was given an emergency package that 
included, water purification tablets and dry rations 
consisting of 10 lbs. of rice, 5 lbs. of beans, 2 liters 
of oil, 2 bars of soap, 3 boxes of pasta, 3 boxes of 
dried fish, and one box of candles.   These supplies 
were generally enough to feed a family of 4 for about 
2 weeks.   In addition, some cash and school supplies 
were also distributed.
The town had specially organized a program for the 
distribution of the emergency supplies by Humanity First. 
Press reporters and media were invited and Humanity 
First was also interviewed by the local Radio.     
The Mayor of Gressier, Mr. Jean Vigish addressed the 
gathering and placed high expectation on Humanity 
First.   The Mayor said that his town in dying.   He 
pointed out that there were another 900 families who 
were in a severe state of food deprivation.  Canadian 
Humanity First representative Mr. Lahaye addressed to 
these people and promised that we will return with 
more help. At one point, because of desperation and 
hunger, the situation got almost out of control when 
there were about 24 people left as they feared the 
supplies were running out.  

Long Term Efforts
In the long term, Humanity First is looking at the 
feasibility of establishing a school in town of Gressier 
and rebuilding a bridge in Town of Torbeck. 
The Mayor of Town of Gressier has requested for 
assistance to re-establish and run a school. The Mayor 
of town of Torbeck has requested assistance in building 
a bridge that was destroyed by the storm.

  
Wassalam,

Dr. Aslam Daud
Chairman
Humanity First



FUNDRAISING DINNER
...Dine and Let Humanity Shine!

416.440.0346 www.HumanityFirst.ca 245 Bowes Rd. Concord ON L4K 1H8

Date: December 10, 2008 Time: 7:00pm 
Place: Woodbine Banquet Hall 

Tickets: $65/Person - $500/Table Of 10

Humanity First 
Needs Your 
Support and 
Sponsorship!




